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Perched along the 
Appalachian Mountain 
Range and set among six 

world-class golf courses, 
Crystal Springs Resort, a 
spectacular piece of paradise 
in Sussex County, New 
Jersey, offers a gorgeous 
mountain setting with, yes, 
public gardens surrounding 

the Grand Cascades Lodge.
This magnificently 

landscaped property, dotted 
with forests, lakes, wide 
open spaces and farmland, is 
located near the intersection 
of State Routes 23 and 94, in 

the Borough of Hamburg.
On July 7th an early 

morning private tour was set 
up for me. I was greeted 
by Crystal Springs Resort 
Grounds Superintendent 
Craig Worts, and Crystal 

Springs Resort Landscape 
Supervisor Nicole Szeredy. I 
was honored to meet the folks 
who maintain the property.

As we began the tour, I 
noticed that all of the plant 
m a t e r i a l (Cont. on Page 9)

New Jersey Resort Highlights
Stunning Public Gardens

By Tom Castronovo
Executive Editor/Publisher
Gardener News

Tom Castronovo/Photos
A flower and plant filled 1964 Chevrolet C10 pickup truck graces the front entrance of the Crystal Springs Resort Grand Cascades 
Lodge.
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18 Hamilton Rd., Hillsborough, NJ 08844 
(908) 359-4652 • CentralJerseyNurseries.com

GARDEN CENTER
HARDWARE

LANDSCAPE MATERIALS
NURSERY STOCK

POWER EQUIPMENT

Who says conifers only come in green?

Hall’s Garden Center & Florist
700 Springfield Avenue, Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

908.665.0331 | www.hallsgarden.com

“Where the beauty of nature meets the artistry of man”®

Saturday, September 17th 
10AM

This Fall Restore Your Lawn
The All Natural Way

Learn About Organic Fertilizers
Eco-friendly grass seed mixtures
Questions specific to your lawn

FFrreeee  iinnffoorrmmaall  sseemmiinnaarr  wwiitthh  aa  ttuurrff  eexxppeerrtt  ffrroomm  tthhee  JJoonnaatthhaann  GGrreeeenn  CCoo..

*CALL AHEAD FOR HOURS

All Grown in our Family Owned Greenhouses since 1946
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Around The Garden
By Tom Castronovo

Gardener News

Editor’s Note: Tom Castronovo is executive editor and publisher of Gardener News. Tom’s 
lifelong interest in gardening and passion for agriculture, environmental stewardship, 
gardening and landscaping, led to the founding of the Gardener News, which germinated 
in April 2003 and continues to bloom today. He is also dedicated to providing inspiration, 
and education to the agricultural, gardening, landscaping and nursery communities 
through this newspaper and GardenerNews.com.

Hurricanes, Sunflowers and 
Fresh from the Garden State

Forecasters at NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center, a 
division of the National Weather Service, are predicting 
above-average hurricane activity this year — which 
would make it the seventh consecutive above-average 
hurricane season. NOAA’s outlook for the 2022 
Atlantic hurricane season, which extends from June 1 
to November 30, predicts a 65% chance of an above-
normal season, a 25% chance of a near-normal season 
and a 10% chance of a below-normal season. 

Also for the 2022 hurricane season, NOAA’s Climate 
Prediction Center is forecasting a likely range of 14 to 
21 named storms (winds of 39 mph or higher), of which 
six to ten could become hurricanes (winds of 74 mph 
or higher), including three to six major hurricanes 
(category 3, 4 or 5; with winds of 111 mph or higher). 
NOAA provides these ranges with a 70% confidence.

The increased activity anticipated this hurricane 
season is attributed to several climate factors, including 
the ongoing La Niña that is likely to persist throughout 
the hurricane season, warmer-than-average sea surface 
temperatures in the Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea, 
weaker tropical Atlantic trade winds and an enhanced 
west African monsoon. An enhanced west African 
monsoon supports stronger African Easterly Waves, 
which seed many of the strongest and longest-lived 
hurricanes during most seasons. The way in which 
climate change impacts the strength and frequency 
of tropical cyclones is a continuous area of study for 
NOAA scientists.

NOAA’s outlook is for overall seasonal activity and 
is not a landfall forecast.

Before any potential storms sweep through our area, 
I’m going to take a trip to Liberty Farm in Sandyston, 
NJ, home of the famous Sussex County Sunflower 
Maze, the largest sunflower maze on the East Coast. 
This sunflower maze was the first in New Jersey. 
Liberty Farm proudly participates in the New Jersey 
Department of Agriculture’s Jersey Grown Black Oil 
Sunflower seed marketing program. Each year the farm 
has over 50 different sunflower varieties, totaling one 
million seeds, on over 50 acres. Hopefully the weather 
cooperates the last week of August and the first two 
weeks of September. This should give me plenty of time 
to clean up my work boots and change out the laces. 
Sturdy shoes are always a must when visiting a farm.

In the meantime, I’m going to stop by Melick’s 
Town Farm in Oldwick, Hunterdon County. At this New 
Jersey farm I’m going to wander the acres of flowers 
and pick my own naturally grown bouquet. I’m looking 
forward to the zinnias, gladiolus, and statice. I will make 
sure that my clippers are sharp, and I bring a bucket 
of water with me. This will be an early morning visit. 
After I pick my bouquet, I’m going to select a few ears 
of sweet white and bicolor corn to bring home as well. 
No butter needed!

Melick’s is also the largest apple grower in the 
Garden State with over 650 acres of land, including 120 
acres of fruit trees, 4,000 peach, nectarine and plum 
trees and 20,000 apple trees. I can’t wait to go apple 
picking in the fall, then treat myself to a jug of fresh 
apple cider, a few cans of hard cider, and a bottle of 
apple wine.
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Recently, I was at a farm deep 

in the heart of Atlantic County, the 
heart of blueberry country. Acres 
and acres of bushes growing in 
soils that are perfect for that crop. 
We see that a lot in New Jersey, 
a particular crop thriving in an 
area where the soils and other 
conditions are perfect for it.

Our soils provide conditions 
to grow any number of crops. 
It’s why we produce hundreds of 
different offerings and varieties 
of crops, especially the fruits and 
vegetables so vital to a healthy 
diet, as well as great horticultural 
products that make us the fourth-
leading state in this category. 
From asparagus to zucchini, 
apples to peaches, from asters 
to nasturtiums, they all flourish 
extraordinarily well in the Garden 
State. It is quite amazing that we 
have all these growing regions, 
all leading to the terroir that is 
unique. And they’re all tucked 
in proximity to each other in the 
most densely populated state in 
America.

Another realization is that 
these same lands are ripe for 
construction and development, 
and highly coveted by builders, 
largely because farmland is flat 
and therefore doesn’t require as 
much work or expense to prepare 
for building. We had over two 

NJ Dept. of Agriculture
By Douglas H. Fisher

Secretary of Agriculture

Ensuring Great Soils for Future Farmers
million acres of farmland about 
a hundred years ago, but we are 
down to about 725,00 acres, and 
not all of that is prime soils.

Have you ever watched when 
bulldozers pull up and level a 
site to prepare for building an 
industrial park or housing 
development, or today’s most 
popular choice, a warehouse, or 
as they are referred to by some, 
“fulfillment centers?” Of course, 
it’s an amazing feat and a modern 
marvel that is necessary for 
commerce and human habitation. 
However, we must really be 
much more aware of the effects 
of our expansions. Before we 
understood climate change from 
the mindless, heedless expansions 
of the past decades, it seemed 
OK. But not now.

There used to be a saying 
that real estate investors liked to 
express: “They are not making 

any new land,” which pointed 
to banking of all the prime sites 
for development. Another was, 
“Location, location, location,” 
which underscored how much 
more valuable land becomes 
when the intended purpose for 
it fits best into the area where it 
already exists. 

These sentiments only 
thought of land as something 
to be occupied and consumed 
for the purposes of industry, 
commerce, or housing, but clearly 
not agricultural. Fortunately, 
some really progressive leaders 
campaigning for this issue in New 
Jersey realized the voters have 
consistently pressed for farmland 
preservation. As a result, we 
can boast over 250,000 acres of 
permanently preserved farmland 
for continuing to produce fruits 
and vegetable, plants and flowers, 
livestock, poultry and eggs, and 

so much more.
It really is a tribute that so 

many in the past projected to 
the future. And that future is 
now, 2022, and we will have 
provided for our children and 
grandchildren open space and 
working farms. 

However, preserving a farm 
comes with certain responsibilities 
to not only secure the farm 
location for future agricultural 
activity, but to steward the natural 
resources of that land (soil, water, 
etc.) so that future farmers there 
can be as successful as current and 
previous generations have been. 
Currently, this consideration for 
the future is what is at the heart of 
the debate over conserving prime 
soils, especially in a heavily 
developed state like New Jersey. 

Yes, the voters who have 
approved millions of dollars for 
farmland preservation want the 

current farmer to be as successful 
as possible, but they also want 
future generations on that land to 
be able to thrive as well.

Tom Driscoll of the National 
Farmers Union said a few years 
back that, “farmers are the 
original conservationists.” It’s 
important to strike the balance of 
keeping farmers successful while 
also ensuring land dedicated 
to remaining in agricultural 
production in perpetuity will be 
able to sustain that activity.

Like much of the agricultural 
industry, it’s not an easy job and it 
requires respect and a willingness 
to compromise on all sides.  

Editor’s Note: Douglas 
H. Fisher is New Jersey’s 
Secretary of Agriculture. 
He is the department’s 
executive officer, secretary 
to the State Board of 
Agriculture and a member 
of the Governor’s cabinet. 
Secretary Fisher fulfills 
executive, management 
and administrative duties 
prescribed by law, executive 
order or gubernatorial 
direction. He can be reached 
at 609.292.3976. For more 
info, please visit: http://
www.state.nj.us/agriculture 

No! It’s not a grape, poison 
ivy, or a Virginia creeper 
vine. I can give you some 
hints. The flower spray is 
about 30 feet by 30 feet and 
the leaves are about 30 feet 
long and 4 feet wide. There is 
only one of them in the world 
and it resides in Jersey City. 
In addition, it’s only 1-3 mm 
thick! 

Guess it yet? It’s the 
20-story high mural of 
sweet-scented Joe Pye weed, 
Eutrochium purpureum 
(sweet Joe) by Mona Caron. 
This mural was painted by 
her and her team of young 
artists from the Jersey City 
Mural Arts Youth Summer 
Program; the painting 
took seven weeks to plan 
and implement, and was 
completed August 4th 2021. 
This native plant may be 
one of the only native plants 
some inner-city residents 

see. Perhaps it will be an 
inspiration to them to see 
what other spectacular native 
plants grow in NJ. 

You might wonder who 
Joe Pye was. Well wonder 
no more! Joe Pye was 
the nickname of Joseph 
Shauquethqueat, a famous 
Native American (Mohican) 
healer from the 1700s, who 
suggested Joe Pye weed to 
treat a typhoid epidemic 
raging in the Colonies. 
Another reference says the 
epidemic was typhus which 
is another disease altogether. 
In any case it is a nice story 
even if we can’t pin it down, 
and there is little evidence 
that Joe Pye weed is effective 
in curing typhus or typhoid. 

Sweet-scented Joe Pye 
weed is a widespread native 
plant in Northern and Central, 
Eastern North America. In 
NJ it is found in almost every 
county but is uncommon or 
absent in the Pine Barrens. 
The genus Eutrochium is 
derived from the Greek ‘eu’ 

= good and ‘troche’ referring 
to the whorl of leaves which 
resemble the spokes of a 
wheel. The species name 
purpureum refers to the 
stems which are purple at 
the nodes. The flowers are 
fragrant, and the leaves often 
have a vanilla smell thus the 
name sweet-scented. 

Sweet-scented Joe Pye 
weed is a large plant about 
4-6 feet tall (but not really 
200 feet). The plant is rather 
unusual since the 6-inch-
long lance shaped leaves 
form whorls of three or four 
leaves at each node at regular 
intervals along the sturdy 
tall stem. It grows naturally 
in lightly shaded areas with 
rich, damp soil but tolerates 
shade, dry and alkaline soil, 
sand, clay, deer browse, and 
full sun. 

Sweet Joe Pye is easy 
to grow and propagate but 
it does not take over your 
yard. The plant is perennial 
and long lived. Propagation 
is generally done by seeds 

which need overwintering in 
moist cool soil before they 
germinate. Thus, they should 
be sown outdoors in fall. 
Since sweet Joe is a large 
plant, it makes a wonderful 
backdrop for your shorter 
border plants. 

The rosy-lavender flowers 
mature in August. Individual 
flowers are small but masses of 
them form dense large sprays 
at the top of the plants which 
can bathe the stout plants in 
striking color. Because of this 
multitude of flowers, sweet 
Joe is a favorite nectar source 
for monarchs, swallowtails, 
skippers, and moths, and 
beekeepers appreciate the 
extra boost you will give to 
their honey production. As 
the fruits mature, each flower 
develops into an oval, hard 
achene which has a tuff of 
hairs at the far end. These help 
to disperse the seeds which 
are sped on their way by a 
fortuitous breeze; the seeds 
are occasionally consumed by 
sparrows. 

The plant was widely used 
by Native Americans as a 
diuretic to help treat urinary 
and kidney problems. In 
addition, it was used to reduce 
fever and inflammation. 
It is also said to induce 
sweating. The Peterson 
Guide to Medicinal Plants 
lists its traditional use for 
rheumatism, gout, asthma, 
and gall bladder problems. 
However, I would warn 
against its use because of 
unknown dosages and side 
effects. 

Such an environmentally 
useful plant with a rich 
history should really have 
a more dignified common 
name. If you have the room 
in your yard, this plant is 
really worth considering.

Which Herbaceous NJ Native Plant Is 200 Feet Tall?

Editor’s Note: Hubert Ling 
is Horticultural Co-Chair 
of the Native Plant Society 
of New Jersey. He can be 
reached at milhubling@
verizon.net.

By Hubert Ling
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From the Director’s Desk

Rutgers Outreach
Provided by Brian Schilling

Director

Editor’s Note: This month’s contribution was written by Jennifer Shukaitis, Assistant 
Professor/Educator, Department of Family and Community Health Sciences and Amy Rowe, 
Associate Professor, Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Rutgers Cooperative 
Extension.

Waste Not, Want Not: Ensuring that 
Summer Produce Goes to Good Use

As the end of summer nears, gardeners and 
fresh vegetable enthusiasts await in anticipation for 
an abundance of Jersey Fresh produce. However, 
even the biggest veggie-lovers often end up with 
more than they can handle, whether you have an 
excess of garden tomatoes or a vegetable from 
your CSA box you don’t know how to use. Here 
are some tips for using all your fresh produce so 
nothing goes to waste.  

Some Facts on Food Waste 
First, let’s learn a bit more about food waste 

and why it is a problem. Currently, we throw away 
between 30-40% of the food that is produced in 
this country every year. This is problematic for the 
environment since food waste is a major producer 
of greenhouse gases. Wasting food also wastes all 
the resources that went into growing that food and 
getting it to the consumer: land, water, energy, and 
labor. Food waste is also an expensive problem: we 
waste $218 billion of food annually, which breaks 
down to an average of about $2300 per year for 
a family of four. More about food waste and its 
environmental and economic impacts can be found 
in a Rutgers fact sheet: njaes.rutgers.edu/fs1331.  

Although this is a major global issue, each of us 
can do our part to reduce food waste. The ideas in 
this article will help you prevent food waste from 
your summer produce and can be used year-round 
for your supermarket purchases.  

Home Food Preservation 
Ensure that your produce lasts through the 

colder months by preserving it at home by canning, 
freezing, dehydrating, pickling, or creating a 
version of a food that will last, such as jam. All 
these methods require some know-how but are 
relatively easy to do once you learn the steps; 
plus, they result in delicious foods you can enjoy 
year-round. Rutgers Department of Family and 
Community Health Sciences (FCHS) can help 
you learn to preserve food safely and effectively. 
The webinar series RU Ready to Preserve Food 
at Home? is found here: njaes.rutgers.edu/food-
safety/home-food-preservation/videos.php.

Try A New Recipe 
In a recipe rut? Use your produce as inspiration 

to try something new and search for recipe 
ideas that feature the produce you have on hand. 
Consider making recipes that will allow vegetables 
to stay edible longer such as soups, chili, stews, or 
casseroles, which can be refrigerated or frozen to 
save for later. Got herbs? Use them to add flavor to 
a variety of dishes, Find nutritious, veggie-heavy 
recipes on Rutgers’ FCHS webpage, njaes.rutgers.
edu/fchs/recipes, or on this NJDA Jersey Fresh 

webpage: findjerseyfresh.com/recipes.  
Keep it Simple 
Sometimes the simplest approach is the best! 

Fresh veggies can be used to create delicious 
crudité platters – make one for yourself, to share 
at an event, or as a quick and easy side dish at 
dinnertime. Or get creative with salads: try adding 
fruit, seeds, nuts, and all your favorite veggies 
for a filling, nutritious meal or snack. Tired of all 
that produce? Fruit salads or platters are always a 
crowd-pleaser, even for the pickiest eaters. Slicing 
up fruit to make a fruit salad or platter allows you 
to cut off any bruises or bad spots without wasting 
the good parts. 

Donating 
Food pantries and soup kitchens consistently 

lack donations of fresh produce. Have you already 
given your friends and neighbors all the garden 
cucumbers they can handle? Summer in New 
Jersey may be the ideal time to use that bounty to 
help alleviate food insecurity close to home. Call 
your local food pantry or soup kitchen to ask if 
they accept donations of whatever produce you 
have. If you need help finding your closest one, the 
website AmpleHarvest.org allows you to search by 
location and matches you with a local organization 
that accepts donations of fresh produce. 

Composting 
Uneaten fruit and vegetables, scraps, peels, and 

cores can be used for composting. Composting 
is a natural process that allows microbes to 
break down certain materials into their mineral 
components. The finished product can be added 
to soil to improve growing conditions for plants in 
the garden or landscape. More information about 
home composting can be found in this Rutgers fact 
sheet: njaes.rutgers.edu/fs811. 

Learn More 
Rutgers FCHS department has a webinar, 

Reducing Food Waste at Home, that offers even 
more tips for using all your summer produce 
safely and effectively: njaes.rutgers.edu/wellness-
wednesdays/archive.php?2020-05-preventing-
food-waste-at-home. The Department of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources has a recorded 
webinar on the Environmental Impacts of Food 
Waste that can be found here: envirostewards.
rutgers.edu/earth-day-every-day. 

Keep it Jersey Fresh!  
If you are looking for Jersey Fresh produce, 

you can find it at your local farm stand or farmer’s 
market. On the Jersey Fresh website, you can search 
by product and location to find your favorites close 
to home: findjerseyfresh.com/explore.

Atlantic County
Phone: 609-625-0056 

Bergen County
Phone: 201-336-6780
Burlington County

Phone: 609-265-5050
Camden County

Phone: 856 216 7130
Cape May County

Phone: 609-465-5115 
Cumberland County
Phone: 856-451-2800 

Essex County
Phone: 973-228-2210
Gloucester County

Phone: 856-224-8040
Hudson County

Phone: 201-915-1399
Hunterdon County

Phone: 908-788-1339
Mercer County

Phone: 609-989-6830

Middlesex County
Phone: 732-398-5260
Monmouth County
Phone: 732-431-7260

Morris County
Phone: 973-285-8300

Ocean County
Phone:732-349-1246

Passaic County
Phone: 973-305-5740

Salem County
Phone: 856-769-0090

Somerset County
Phone: 908-526-6293

Sussex County
Phone: 973-948-3040

Union County
Phone: 908-654-9854

Warren County
Phone: 908-475-6505

  

Rutgers Cooperative
Extension

Phone Directory 

Botanical Products and
Human Health

Seven-hour, self-paced online course 
 $395 per person
 

Learn about the history, discovery,
development, and validation of botanicals
and their multiple uses in modern society.

Learn More and Enroll Today! 
 go.rutgers.edu/botanicals

Office of Continuing Professional Education

Enroll Now!

Course Topics Include:

History of botanicals
Plant anatomy and physiology
Botanical supplements, functional foods, and medicines
Approaches used to identify plants for new medicines
Purified compounds versus plant extracts 
Well-known phytochemicals in medicine
Labeling, claims,  and safety regulations
Quality control of dietary supplements
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LAND-GRANT UNIVERSITY NEWS
Richard Alomar Elected to Prestigious American Society of  

Landscape Architects Council of Fellows
Associate professor Richard Alomar, who serves 

as chair and graduate program director in the 
Department of Landscape Architecture, has been 
elected by the American Society of Landscape 
Architects (ASLA) as one of its 2022 ASLA Fellows. 
Alomar, who directs the Rutgers Office of Urban 
Extension and Engagement, is also a core faculty 
member on the Rutgers Global Health Institute.

ASLA Fellows are recognized for their 
exceptional contributions to the landscape 
architecture profession and society at large. Election 
to the ASLA Council of Fellows is among the 
highest honors the ASLA bestows on members and 
is based on their works, leadership/management, 
knowledge and service.

“Every landscape architect helps shape their 
community for the better, and ASLA Fellows 
represent the most accomplished and respected 
professionals in their field,” said ASLA President 
Eugenia Martin. “Their exceptional contributions 
from coast to coast and internationally have helped 

advance equity, environmental sustainability and 
excellence in design and planning. Congratulations 
to the 2022 class of ASLA Fellows!”

“ASLA works tirelessly to support its members 
and amplify the good they do in the world, so 
naming a new class of fellows is a joyful reminder 
of everything that landscape architects accomplish,” 
said ASLA CEO Torey Carter-Conneen (@
toreycarter). “We extend our warmest thanks to the 
new class of ASLA Fellows for exemplifying the 
best in the field.”

Throughout his nearly three decades of practice, 
teaching, community engagement, and service, 
Alomar successfully advocated for sketching as a 
space to view, engage, and build awareness of the 
beauty and complexity of the landscape. He helped 
transform Urban Sketchers from a group of a few 
hundred participants to over 300 international 
chapters with more than 200,000 followers, with 
a robust executive and advisory board, a digital 
magazine, sustainably funded grant programs and 

sponsored partnerships with art suppliers and art 
institutions.

In the last decade Alomar has led over 100 
sketch walks with more than 2,000 participants—
including those at ASLA conferences—and has 
published or contributed to over twenty articles 
and books on sketching landscapes. His methods 
are followed by many ASLA chapters, landscape 
architecture programs and sketch groups around 
the world. Working with designers, students, 
and community groups, sketching has been the 
glue connecting education, advocacy, art, and 
engagement. His work in the public sector, 
engagement with communities, and contributions 
to the ASLA-NY chapter, National ASLA and New 
York State Education Board of the Professions have 
been long and consistent.

Alomar and his 2022 peers will be elevated 
during a special investiture ceremony at the 2022 
Conference on Landscape Architecture, which will 
be held in San Francisco from Nov. 11-14.

Rutgers Launches Citizen-Led Project 
to Combat Tick-Borne Diseases

The Center for Vector Biology (CVB), part 
of the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment 
Station at Rutgers University-New Brunswick, 
launched New Jersey Ticks 4 Science!, a 
citizen-led science project supported by the 
state that asks New Jerseyans to submit 
tick specimens they find to help track tick 
populations and help prevent tick-borne illness.

“The purpose of the effort is to better 
understand who is getting bit by which 
ticks and where,” said Dina Fonseca, CVB 
director and a professor in the Department 
of Entomology at the Rutgers School of 
Environmental and Biological Sciences. 
“We’re asking people to submit ticks they 
come across in their everyday lives while 
living, working, and visiting New Jersey. We 
welcome the people of New Jersey to be our 
colleagues in the field and send us ticks from 
across the entire state – the more the better.”

Researchers at CVB will test ticks 
submitted by citizens for pathogens and 
parasites and create accessible tick distribution 
and infection maps so New Jersey residents 
can proactively limit tick bites. Knowing 
where and when different tick species are 
prevalent allows New Jerseyans to make 
informed decisions. The website provides 
information on which repellents are effective 
or how to reduce tick habitat. All specimens 
submitted will be added to a database that 
tracks tick distributions across New Jersey, 
including the incidence of over 15 tick-
transmitted pathogens and parasites.

Within 48 hours of receiving the specimen, 
researchers will let submitters know the tick 
species, diseases associated with it and ways 
to reduce their risk of contracting a tick-borne 
disease.

Fonseca said tick distributions across 
the state have changed as agricultural fields 
reverted to forest, white-tail deer and other 
tick-hosts rebounded and more recently 
as climate mellows. The blacklegged tick 
that transmits Lyme disease – once absent 
from New Jersey – now is present in all 
21 counties. The lone star tick is spreading 
north, recovering its previous range.

Meanwhile, established populations of the 
Gulf Coast tick – once limited to the southern 
U.S. – recently were detected in Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, and Connecticut. In Staten 
Island, N.Y., 50 percent of the Gulf Coast 
ticks were infected with a bacterium that can 
cause illness in people.

No established populations have been 
found in New Jersey so far – a single 
specimen of the Gulf Coast tick was removed 
from a dog by a Cape May County resident in 
2018, and Fonseca collected another from the 
environment in Cumberland County in 2019.

Members of CVBC, in collaboration with 
the New York City Department of Health, 
recently published the discovery of this tick 
in the tri-state area in the Journal of Medical 
Entomology.

For more information, visit ticks.rutgers.
edu.

2022 National Urban 
Extension Conference 

Hosted by Rutgers Offered 
Opportunity to Inspire 

and Reconnect
The National Urban Extension Leaders (NUEL) presented 

the 2022 National Urban Extension Conference in Camden, NJ, 
on May 23 -26. The conference, hosted by Rutgers Cooperative 
Extension and held at the Rutgers Camden Campus Center, 
attracted 300 participants from over 85 universities, local, 
state, and federal agencies as well as community groups 
from New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania. Held every 
two years, the Conference provides an opportunity for urban 
Extension professionals across the nation to connect with 
colleagues, learn best practices from each other, and share 
innovative ideas that are making urban communities healthier, 
more equitable, sustainable and resilient. 

This year’s Conference theme, “Reimagining our future…
Together,” addressed how to collaboratively strengthen urban 
communities, protect the environment, improve our health, 
enrich youth, and feed the future. These topics were cast 
considering conditions presented during and after the COVID 
pandemic and in Camden–a city that epitomizes all that is 
exciting and challenging about urban areas in the Unites 
States.

The conference was well received by all who attended, due 
in no small degree to the support of the Rutgers Cooperative 
Extension team led by director Brian Schilling; the North 
East Extension Directors (NEED); conference presenters, 
organizers and volunteers; Lighthouse Consulting Group, who 
assisted with logistics and finances; and the Rutgers Office 
of Urban Extension and Engagement team, who managed the 
day-to-day aspects of the conference planning and execution.
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was labeled. Right away I was thinking that this is set up 
like an outdoor living classroom.

Now it’s time to go back in time.
In 2005, myself and a small group of folks from New 

Jersey’s arboreta and public gardens met to discuss how to 
better promote the beautiful arboreta and public gardens 
of New Jersey. The arboreta and gardens were represented 
by: Jim Avens, manager of horticulture at the Somerset 
County Park Commission; Bruce Crawford, director of the 
Rutgers Gardens at Rutgers, the State University of New 
Jersey; and Lesley Parness, superintendent of horticultural 
education at the Morris County Park Commission.

Our little group continued to grow and meet, and the 
name “Garden State Gardens Consortium” was chosen 
in 2006. Funds from a successful grant proposal, written 
by Lesley Parness in 2007 to the New Jersey Committee 
of the Garden Club of America, and sponsored by the 
Garden Club of Morristown, were used to incorporate 
the organization. In 2008, the Garden State Gardens 
Consortium received its non-profit, tax exempt status.

Garden State Gardens is a consortium of New Jersey’s 
Public Gardens that seeks to increase the public’s awareness 
of and appreciation for the beauty and horticultural, 
educational, artistic and historic value of New Jersey’s 
public gardens. This is to be accomplished through the 
collaboration of allied public garden professionals as they 
work to promote public garden visitation, development, 
stewardship and support.

History was now repeating itself. A public garden 
is defined as a place to raise, maintain, and display 
numerous plant species. Crystal Springs has all of this. 
My excitement level was rising as we meandered our way 
around the lodge.

Several species of ornamental grass flanked us on 
either side of the walkway as the Koi ponds, streams 
and waterfalls introduced peacefulness and tranquility. I 
enjoyed seeing the colorful, ornamental versions of the 
common carp. I was very excited to take in the aesthetically 
pleasing landscape. I could see it was designed to have 
textural interest.

Speaking of designed, Bruce Crawford, a featured 
columnist for this paper, and one of the creative minds in 
sowing the seeds for the Garden State Gardens Consortium, 
designed and helped install the plant material on this 
scenic property. By the way, these grounds are open to all 
the guests staying in the lodge.

As we rounded the corner of the lodge, I was introduced 
to baby goats, ducks, chickens, bunnies, sheep, miniature 
horses, and an alpaca. What a magical experience. 

I knew the gardens of Crystal Springs were magical, 
but I had no idea about the hidden labyrinth. This walking 
meditation tool drew out a little spiritual transformation. 
It felt like a journey to my own center and back again. 
I’ve never seen a labyrinth created out of ‘Karl Foerster’ 
Feather Reed Grass. The stunning vertical effect was quite 
impressive. The best part about this ornamental grass 
is that it has sterile seeds that do not produce unwanted 
seedlings. As the summer breeze filled the air, it caused 
the grass to sway ever so gracefully.

Every aspect of this property is environmentally 
friendly. Native plant material is everywhere. Pollinators 
and birds hum and sing. The songs of nature fill the air. 
What a way to spend a morning. 

Happy Summer Gardener 
News family. This month, I 
would like to share a recipe 
that includes vegetables and 
herbs from our Chef’s Garden. 
Barbecued King Prawns with 
Warm Bean Salad is one of 
my favorite summer meals, 
and you will be able to grow 
many of the same garden 
ingredients at home. Before 
I get into detail on the dish’s 
preparation, I would like to 
share my thoughts about its 
ingredients. 

First, the proteins. I 
am a fan of king prawns 
as they originate from 
Australia, where I lived for 
11 memorable years. King 
prawns have moist, medium-
firm flesh and are rich in 
flavor. In keeping with this 
international theme, I also 
use halloumi cheese. This 
is a protein which is a semi-
hard, unripened cheese made 
from a mixture of goat’s and 
sheep’s milk (sometimes 
cow’s milk too). Originating 
from Cyprus, this cheese has 
been around since 500 A.D.!  
It has a high melting point, so 
can be fried or grilled easily 
– a property that makes it a 
popular meat substitute. 

Onto the vegetables and 
herbs. I love going to the 
garden early in the morning 
to select ingredients – I feel 
like a kid in a candy store. 
First, I pick the purple snap 
beans, which are essentially 
green beans disguised in 
a violet hued skin. They 
maintain the same lean shape 
and size as well. Underneath 
the purple shell is a similar 
crisp, translucent and 
succulent green flesh. The 
flavor matches that of French 
green beans with grassy 
notes and a sweet finish. 

And once cooked, the violet 
hue fades to green, leaving 
the purple bean to appear as 
common as the green one. 

Next up are yellow 
romano beans.  Although 
the green romano bean 
is the most commonly 
grown, there are the yellow 
cultivators as well. I also use 
both colors for strings beans, 
which have no difference 
in flavor between the two, 
only in texture. Green beans 
are slightly tenderer than 
the yellow ones and from 
an appearance standpoint, 
yellow beans are bright and 
shiny – adding to the dish’s 
aesthetic.  

And let’s not forget the 
fresh herbs. For this dish, I 
use fragrant parsley, basil and 
dill. Then, I select nasturtium 
leaves, botanically classified 
as Tropaeolum majus and 
grow on an herbaceous 
flowering plant. The name 
“nasturtium” comes from 
the Latin words for nose 
(nas), and tortum (twist), 
which translates to “twisted 
nose.” The taste of the 
leaves are slightly peppery 
and adds some kick to the 
dish. Interesting to note that 
the entire plant is edible, 
including the flowers, which 
I use for other dishes. 

One my favorite 
ingredients in this recipe is 
rainbow chard. Those in the 
know are aware that rainbow 
chard is not an actual varietal 
of chard, but simply a mix of 
white-stemmed Swiss chard, 
red chard, and golden chard. 
When those three power 
players come together, they 
pack in lots of flavor. 

Other ingredients include 
a glaze made from red 
currants, dried ginger, dried 

rose petals, sugar, water, and 
garlic herb butter. Currants 
are a great addition to this 
dish as they provide a nice 
pop of color. 

Now that you’re 
acquainted with all the 
ingredients, it’s time for the 
preparation. Start by splitting 
the king prawns down the 
center and cleaning them. 
Then, place the shell side 
down on the grill until they 
are cooked approximately 
60%.  Top them with garlic 
herb butter and place them 
in the wood-burning oven, 
shell-side down. Note: If you 
do not have access to a grill 
or wood burning oven, you 
can cook the prawns in a pan 
shell side down and then in 
a broiler, which will have a 
similar affect. 

Blanch your beans and 
shock them in a cold-water 
bath.  Dry them thoroughly, 
and then grill the beans until 
they are charred.  Once off 
the grill, season with extra 
virgin olive oil (EVOO) and 
sea salt, then cut into bite 
sized pieces.  Next, cut the 
halloumi cheese the same 
way. To make the salad 
base, combine beans, cheese, 
fresh herbs and currants in 
a mixing bowl with EVOO. 
Serve the prawns straight out 
of the oven, accompanied 
with the fresh salad and 
lemon. Divine! 

You may be wondering 
what beverage best pairs 
with this dish. My go-to is 
the Sparkling Garden Spritz, 
combining Chandon rosé 
wine and garden bitters. It is 
the perfect accompaniment, 
or can be enjoyed as a nice 
refreshing beverage before 
your meal.  

Editor’s Note: Aishling Stevens is the Executive Chef at Crystal Springs Resort in 
Hamburg, Sussex County, N.J. For more information on its culinary program, visit www.
CSResort.com.

Barbecued King Prawns 
with Warm Bean Salad

In the Chef’s Corner
By Aishling Stevens

Executive Chef

New Jersey Resort 
Highlights Stunning 

Public Gardens
(Continued from page 1)

(Cont. on Page 14)
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Exciting things are happening 
at the NJLCA this month! We 
are moving and shaking here 
in Elmwood Park and all over 
the state. We have moved to a 
larger office in order to be able 
to serve our members in a greater 
capacity. In addition to providing 
more space, it will provide the 
association another office for 
the potential new employee we 
are looking to hire! Serving our 
members and the industry is our 
number one goal, and we feel 
we are more equipped now to be 
able to offer more services with 
more employees. NJLCA will 
also now have a large boardroom 
where we can offer meeting space, 
and educational and certification 
classes on our premises. We are 
remaining in the same building 
but have moved to a larger suite.

We are full speed ahead on 
the Northeast Green Industry 
Showcase for September 28-29 
at the Hunterdon County 
Fairgrounds, with additional 
vendors signing up every day! 
The latest vendors include SiteOne 
Landscape Supply, Empire 
Supplies, Arborjet, T-Mobile, 
Ransome Attachments, OSHA 
and more! We believe this year’s 
show will blow away last year’s 
event and encourage you to 

register online. Food trucks will 
include a Korean BBQ, Italian 
and Greek Food, along with a 
dessert truck! Posters are all over 
the state in a variety of landscape 
and hardscape supply yards and 
houses. As an exclusive offer to 
Gardener News readers, you can 
register to attend at no cost using 
the promo code NGIS-GN22 at 
www.ngis-nj.com, but you must 
register online for this offer.

NJLCA is also planning a 
sustainable landscape certification 
program to be held at Alstede 
Farms in mid-September. Working 
with allied associations, this event 
will have classroom and hands-on 
portions to learn about battery 
powered equipment, sustainable 
practices and how to be successful 
and profitable doing so! At the end 
of the day, attendees will receive 
their AGZA certification plus 
pesticide recertification credits 

(pending). More information 
about this event can be found on 
our website.

Last month I participated in 
an especially important meeting 
regarding our health insurance 
program. Association Member 
Trust oversees the NJLCA 
Trust Benefits program, which 
provides our members with 
group insurance rates regardless 
of the size of their companies. 
During the call we discussed the 
increase in insurance rates across 
all carriers. Because of the backup 
during COVID-19, many people 
did not seek regular treatment. 
Once the pandemic slowed down, 
many of these people needed more 
extensive testing and treatment 
because of untreated issues. This 
hit the insurance carriers hard and 
therefore is the reason everyone 
(no matter which insurance 
provider you have) will start to see 

increases in your premiums. The 
key is to look at your insurance 
plan and review other plans that 
may offer different services more 
tailored to your needs and may 
even save you money.

Finally, we are excited to 
announce that the NJLCA’s 22nd 
Annual Golf Classic will be held 
at Crystal Springs Golf Resort. 
Each year, outdoor living industry 
contractors and suppliers meet up 
and spend an enjoyable day on the 
links. We host a $10,000 putt-off 
contest and a $1,000,000 hole-in-
one contest at the outing. This year, 
we will have a special appearance 
by our honorary member and 
good friend, Kelsey Grammer, 
and will be enjoying Kelsey’s 
three varieties of Faith American 
beer throughout the day, and at 
the awards dinner. Speaking of 
awards, at the end of the day, 
golfers have an opportunity to 

win awards for Closest to the Pin, 
Longest Drive and Straightest 
Drive, 1st Place Team, 2nd Place 
Team and Most Honest Team. 
Plus, door prizes, grand prizes 
and more. Add this to a fun day 
with friends and colleagues and 
our Golf Classic will be another 
sensational day. 

We love getting together with 
our members and friends, and this 
fall is set to be a great one with 
events and meetings, education 
and fun. Until next month, have 
a great rest of your summer 
everyone!

Editor’s Note: Gail Woolcott 
is the Executive Director for 
the New Jersey Landscape 
Contractors Association. 
She was presented with a 
community service award from 
the Borough of Fairview for 
her assistance in leading the 
9-11 Memorial Park project 
and the Legislative Champion 
of the Year award from the 
Federation of Employers and 
Workers of America. She is 
currently the State Licensee 
Chair on the National 
Association of Landscape 
Professionals International 
Certification Council.

The Universe is Expanding and so is NJLCA!

The NJLCA Today
By Gail Woolcott

Executive Director

began when Abyssinian Gladiolus 
was not originally described as 
Gladiolus, but rather Acidanthera 
bicolor.  It was described in 1844 
by the German botanist Christian 
Ferdinand Friedrich Hochstetter 
(1787-1861).  The name is derived 
from the Greek Akic for sharp 
point and Latin Anthera for 
anthers, describing the sharply 
pointed anthers.  The species name 
comes from the prominent central 
purple blotch on the otherwise 
white flowers.  The common name 
stems from Ethiopia, once known 
as Abyssinia and is the region 
where the plant is more prominent.  

Aside from the sharply pointed 
anthers, the flowers also have 
a distinctively long floral tube, 
explaining why it was initially not 
included under Gladiolus.  The 
British botanist and nurseryman, 
James Kelway (1816-1899) along 
with his son and grandson renamed 

the plant Gladiolus murielae in 
1932.  The species epithet honors 
Muriel Erskine, who was the wife 
of E.N. Erskine, the British Consul 
in Ethiopia and part time plant 
collector!  

However, the confusion 
surrounding the name is not 
finished!  Evidently, Kelway’s work 
remained unknown, and in 1973 the 
South African botanist and plant 
collector Wessel Marais (1929-
2013) once again proposed shifting 
the genus from Acidanthera to 
Gladiolus callianthus.  The species 
epithet was perfectly appropriate, 
since Calli is from the Greek for 
beautiful and Anthos for flower, 
translating to Beautiful Flower!  
However, by botanical decree, 
the first proper description and 
name is the accepted name and 
the Kelway version remained.  
Oddly, this botanical name is still 
used by some nurseries, leading to 

confusion for gardeners looking to 
purchase the plant.  Compounding 
the confusion, often the names 
are blended, such as Acidanthera 
murielae or Acidanthera bicolor 
murielae!  

Although not accepted, Wessel 
Marais was correct in calling it a 
beautiful flower!  The rich green 
sword-like foliage grows to 30-40” 
tall by ¾-1½” wide with the floral 
spikes extending above the foliage.  
Each spike produces upwards of 
10 flowers, opening sequentially 
from the base to the tip.  Each 
flower is 2-3” in diameter with 
an attractive purple blotch at 
the center.  Plants grow from a 
modified stem called a corm.  
Newly purchased corms push 
new, sword-like growth within a 
week while corms overwintered 
from past years are more leisurely, 
but produce more floral stems, 
making the effort of digging and 

storing them worthwhile.   Plant 
the corms in groups of 5-10 and 
don’t plant them all at once, but 
stagger the planting over a three-
to-four-week period to provide a 
longer bloom period.   

Plants prosper best in well-
drained soils in full sun.  In zone 
7 or colder regions, dig the corms 
following a killing frost and store 
them in perlite or hang in onion 
bags with temperatures sustained 
between 40 and 50 degrees.

Like all Gladiolus, this species 
makes a wonderful cut flower 
and the more relaxed form of this 
flower allows it to blend better with 
companion plantings.  Although 
confusion remains surrounding its 
botanical name, for those who have 
come to discover and appreciate 
this plant, I suspect all would agree 
Wessel Marais was very accurate 
in calling this a Beautiful Flower! 

Morris County Park 
Commission
By Bruce Crawford

Horticultural Manager

Tender or nonhardy bulbs are 
a group of plants many gardeners 
appear to avoid for their summer 
gardens. The reasons for which I 
can only speculate, but perhaps the 
effort of digging the ‘bulbs’ come 
autumn and overwintering them 
indoors is too much work.   Or 
are many of these plants simply 
unknown?  This knowledge 
barrier is often compounded by 
changes in the botanical names 
or the marketing of the plants 
under incorrect names.  Case in 
point is Gladiolus murielae or the 
Abyssinian Gladiolus; a beautiful 
flower for enhancing the late 
summer garden that is too little 
known and often mislabeled.  

Gladiolus are members 
of the Iridaceae or Iris Family 
with around 300 species found 
throughout Asia, northern regions 
of the Mediterranean, South 
Africa and tropical regions of 
Africa.  Gladiolus murielae is 
native to Eastern Africa from 
Ethiopia south to Malawi.  The 
genus was first published in 1753 
by the Swedish botanist Carl 
Linnaeus (1707-1778).  The name 
comes from the Latin Gladiolus, 
meaning small sword.  Linnaeus 
was clearly struck by the similarity 
of the pointed foliage to that of a 
sword!  Confusion with the name 

Gladiolus murielae – Without Doubt a Beautiful Flower

Editor’s Note: Bruce 
Crawford is a lover of plants 
since birth, is the Manager of 
Horticulture for the Morris 
County Parks Commission, 
and a Past President of 
the Garden State Gardens 
Consortium. He can be 
reached at BCrawford@
morrisparks.net
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Please See Our 
Website for 
Summer Hours

Family Owned Retail Garden Center for over 40 years!

Brand by

For Control On Non-Edibles

                38 Plus 31332                  Bug Blaster Bifen 32297

For Control On Edibles

    Broad Spectrum 10291                NG Hort oil 40467                Triple Action 12247

STOP THE PLANTHOPPERS
WITH THESE FINE PRODUCTS! 

Available Only at Locally-Owned Garden Centers, Hardware Stores and Feed Stores.
www.fertilome.com
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GARDEN             CENTER
AND FARM MARKET

96 River Road      Montville, NJ  07045      973-263-8814

Mon. - Sat. 7-6
Sunday 7-5

As a Family Owned Business we’re Dedicated
to Providiing the Personal Service and Expertise

that’s too often Missing in the Big Box Stores

NOW

OFFERIN
G

“J
ERSEY FRESH” 

PRODUCE

AUGUST
1/2 PRICE

SALE ON ALL

ANNUALS

SERVING YOUR GARDENING NEEDS FOR 5 GENERATIONS
OUR EXPERIENCED STAFF CAN ANSWER YOUR GARDENING QUESTIONS AND PROVIDE GROWING TIPS

Jersey Fresh Produce at Condurso’s
Corn, Tomatoes, Squash and More  Peaches are ready, Yellow and White

Blueberries too  You can buy them by the box, basket or pound
Fresh Baked Pies, Donuts, Cookies  Local Honey

Homemade Ice Cream to top off your Favorite Desserts
Annuals  Perennials  Shrubs  

Top Soil  Mulch  Stone, Bagged and Bulk
We Fill Your Own Propane Tank (No Swapping)

We Also Fill RV’s and Larger Tanks  7 Days a Week

New Jersey Resort Highlights Stunning Public Gardens
(Continued from page 9)

I was then asked if I wanted to see the 
famous Chef’s Garden. I didn’t hesitate to say, 
“Yes”. Aishling Stevens, the Executive Chef 
for Crystal Springs Resort, is also a featured 
columnist for this paper. As the daughter 
of a nutritionist, she learned early in life to 
pay attention to the impact that high quality, 
seasonal ingredients have on the body.

As we entered through the gate leading 
into the garden, I was amazed to see all 
the beautiful organic vegetables, flowers, and 
herbs. There was rosemary, basil, carrot tops, 
nasturtiums, squash blossoms, kohlrabi, red 
sorrel, mustard greens, fennel, various peppers, 
quinoa, eggplant and kale. The garden was not 
only tasty looking, it was a kaleidoscope of 
color. Orange and yellow marigolds surrounded 
the produce. I’m guessing that Chef Steven’s 
wanted a natural insect repellent in the garden. I 
also saw a yellow sticky board tucked in behind 
the tomato plants. Yellow sticky boards are 
used to catch aphids, fungus gnats, leafminers, 
thrips, and whiteflies. I love all of the natural 
and organic practices that are being used in the 
Chef’s Garden and on the resort property.

Since I’m a big culinary aficionado, I can’t 
wait to go back to Crystal Springs for the 
unique ‘garden-to-table’ dining experience in 
the Chef’s Garden. The tables and chairs match 
the colorful marigolds. What a place!

Behind the Chef’s Garden (Cont. on Page 19)

Crystal Springs Resort Grounds 
Superintendent Craig Worts, left, and 
Crystal Springs Resort Landscape 
Supervisor Nicole Szeredy.

Crystal Springs Resort Executive Chef 
Aishling Stevens harvesting produce 
in the Grand Cascades Lodge’s Chef 
Garden.
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USDA NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE NEWS

Pennsylvania Aquaculture Tops $11 Million in Value of Sales
Pennsylvania’s trout growers 

produced trout valued at $20.7 
million in 2021. Commercial 
trout producers sold 1.55 million 
pounds of trout, valued at $7.13 
million during 2021, ranking third 
nationally behind Idaho and North 
Carolina. Pennsylvania farmers 
also produced trout valued at 
$13.5 million for conservation and 
recreational purposes.

Pennsylvania ranks third for 
the value of trout distributed for 
conservation and recreational 
purposes, behind Washington and 
Idaho. Pennsylvania accounts for 
10% of the nation’s distributed 
trout value. These trout were 
produced primarily by the state fish 

commission, cooperative nurseries, 
and private fishing clubs. These 
conservation-related producers 
grew 640 thousand fish 12 inches 
or longer, 5.73 million 6-12” fish, 
and 640 thousand 1-6” fish.

Sales of food fish trout 12-inches 
or longer in Pennsylvania totaled 
1.37 million pounds. Averaging 
$4.54 per pound, compared to $4.57 
last year and $2.01 nationally. Total 
sales of 12-inch and larger trout 
were valued at $6.22 million. 

Pennsylvania grower’s sales of 
food fish trout 6 to 12 inches long 
by Pennsylvania growers totaled 
410 thousand fish or 172 thousand 
pounds live weight during 2021. 
They were sold at an average of 

$4.81 a pound, compared to the 
national average of $4.30. Total 
sales of 6-12” in Pennsylvania were 
valued at $827 thousand. 

Pennsylvania growers’ sales of 
trout 1 to 6 inches long totaled 175 
thousand fish, or 6 thousand pounds 
live weight, during 2021. These fish 
were sold at an average of $498 
per thousand, compared to $241 
nationally. Total sales of 1-to-6-inch 
trout were valued at $87 thousand. 
Total losses of all Pennsylvania 
trout intended for sale were 484 
thousand fish during 2021, or 128 
thousand pounds of fish.

Data for trout production are 
collected from all known producers 
in the sixteen published states and 

a sample of producers from the 
remaining states. NASS Regional 
Field Offices maintain a list of 
all known trout producers and use 
known sources of producers to 
update their lists. Operators are 
mailed a questionnaire as close as 
possible to January 1 and given 
adequate time to respond by 
mail. Those that do not respond 
by mail are telephoned or possibly 
enumerated in person during the 
middle of January.

Nationally, the total value of 
fish sales received by trout growers 
in the United States totaled $97.3 
million for 2021, an increase of 1% 
from 2020. Idaho accounted for 
35% of the total value of fish sold.

Editor’s Note: Andrew 
Bunting is Vice President 
of Public Gardens and 
Landscapes for the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society. He is one of the most 
recognized horticulturists in 
the Philadelphia, Pa., region 
and a highly regarded 
colleague in the world of 
professional horticulture. 
Bunting has amassed 
a plethora of awards, 
including the American 
Public Gardens Association 
Professional Citation, 
Chanticleer Scholarship in 
Professional Development, 
Delaware Center for 
Horticulture’s Marion 
Marsh Award, and the 
Certificate of Merit from the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society. In addition, 
Bunting has lectured 
extensively throughout 
North America and Europe, 
and participated in plant 
expeditions throughout Asia 
and Africa. Learn more at 
https://phsonline.org/team/
andrew-bunting

Just down the street is an 
impressive mass of a selection 
of the bee balm, Mondarda 
didyma ‘Jacob Cline’.  There 
are many exceptional bee 
balm cultivars and species 
available at garden centers.  
‘Jacob Cline’ has tubular 
clusters of fire-engine red 
flowers.  All bee balms 
because of their fragrant 
foliage are truly deer 
resistant and ‘Jacob Cline’ is 
a cultivar that has stood the 
test of time because it is also 
powdery mildew resistant.  
Powdery mildew is a disease 
that plagues many of the 
bee balms.  Reaching four 
to five feet tall it will also 
quickly spread into a large 
mass in the garden. With 
soft lilac flowers, Monarda 
bradburiana is another 
favorite that only reaches 
two feet tall in the garden 
and is earlier flowering.

One of the best-of-the-best 
for attracting a multitude 
of pollinators is the garden 
phlox, Phlox paniculata 
‘Jeana’.  Phlox, like many of 
the bee balms, is also prone 
to powdery mildew issues, 
but ‘Jeana’ is completely 
resistant.  Reaching about 
two feet tall, it is covered in 
an abundance of lilac-pink 
pinwheel-like flowers.

A tough groundcovering 
native perennial that is not 
frequently used in the garden 
is winecups, Callirhoe 
involucrata.  This drought 
tolerant spreading perennial 

Summer Perennials for Pollinators
is native throughout most 
of the Eastern U. S.  The 
foliage is dissected giving 
it an interesting textural 
quality in the garden.  It is 
called “winecups” due the 
abundance of upward facing 
cup-like flowers that are 
magenta with a white center.

The hyssops, Agastache 
are just starting to flower.  
Like Monarda they have 
fragrant leaves and stems 
and for the most part are 
deer resistant.  These 
upright, clump forming, 
mostly native perennials 
are excellent for attracting a 
myriad of pollinators. ‘Black 
Adder’ has spikes of bluish 
black flower clusters that 
attract butterflies, moths 
and the Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird.  ‘Blue 
Fortune’ is more sky-blue 
in color and ‘Blue Boa’ is 
more of a purple-blue color.  
All the agastaches are very 
easy to grow.  They thrive 
in full sun and tolerate many 
different soils.

There are dozens of 

native species of milkweeds 
throughout the United States.  
The butterfly milkweed, 
Asclepias tuberosa has grown 
in popularity as an important 
host for the Monarch 
Butterfly.  Reaching about 
12 inches tall, this tough 
native milkweed is covered 
in bright orange, upward 
facing flowers from mid-June 
into the summer.  I have it 
growing in my gravel garden 
where it has proven to be 
extremely drought tolerant, 
as well as resistant to deer.  
The butterfly milkweed can 
be difficult to establish but 
is worth the effort.  Once it 
is established in the garden 
it will spread and will also 
seed around serendipitously 
in the garden “popping 
up here and there”.  The 
swamp milkweed, Asclepias 
incarnata reaches three feet 
tall with soft pink flowers.  
‘Ice Ballet’ has white flowers.  
As the name would imply it 
can tolerate poor drained or 
even swampy soils.

It should be noted that 

there is an annual milkweed, 
Asclepias currasavica which 
is controversial.  It is an 
easy-to-grow, annual that 
attracts pollinators during 
the summer.  However, it 
is theorized that because it 
will keep blooming until 
frost, which could be past 
Halloween in our area, 
Monarchs in particular may 
continue to feed on it for 
too long, thus impacting the 
timing of when they migrate 
back to Mexico.

Just starting to flower 
is the giant coneflower, 
Rudbeckia maxima.  I love 
this native perennial for 
many reasons.  This native 
of the Midwestern prairies 
has a basal clump of leaves 
that are glaucous blue.  
Rising from the base are tall, 
wiry stems that can reach 
six to eight feet tall.  Atop 
the stems are large black-
eyed-Susan-like f lowers 
which ultimately become an 
important seed source for the 
American Goldfinch.  In the 
garden, this is a perfect “see 

through” plant, which means 
because of the tall stems you 
can see through this plant to 
other plants beyond it in the 
perennial border.  Rudbeckia 
maxima is a Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society Gold 
Medal Plant selection for its 
strong ecological functions, 
deer resistance and 
ornamental aspects.

Pennsylvania  
Horticultural Society

By Andrew Bunting
Vice President of Public Gardens and Landscapes
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Last month Gail Woolcott, 
Executive Director of the 
NJ Landscape Contractors 
Association, titled her article, 
“Here, there and everywhere.”  
This is one of my favorite 
Beatles songs so I continued 
this trend with another one 
of my favorite Beatles songs, 
“Let it be.”  What does this 
have to do with my article 
about turf?

The popular Jerry Seinfeld 
television series had an episode 
where Jerry and George 
present an idea for a new TV 
show “about nothing” to NBC 
executives.  My article this 
month is about nothing, let it 
be, let your lawn be.  August 
is usually one of the toughest 
months of the year on your 
lawn.  The history of weather 
in August is extremely hot 
and dry, and your lawn may 
become susceptible to fungus 
and insect damage.  Kind of 
like your immune system 
is compromised if you have 
Covid.  Your lawn may have 
already gone into a dormant 
stage in early summer if 
Mother Nature was extra 
tough.  Dormant turf looks 
brown and sometimes it 
eventually dies over time.  

Dormancy is your lawn’s way 
of trying to conserve energy 
and not die, kind of like a bear 
that goes into hibernation in 
the winter to conserve energy.  
Usually once fall rains start 
up and temperatures drop, 
a dormant lawn can bounce 
back.   

So, let it be.  It is not wise 
to try and treat your lawn 
during a hot-dry spell; this 
usually leads to damaging 
the grass.  Fertilizing will 
not bring dormant-brown 
turf back to life; wait until 
September to consider 
feeding these dormant areas.  
If a lawn is under drought 
stress, even watering may not 
bring it back to life.  If the 
grass has a slight “blueish” 
color to it, let it go dormant 

rather than water it a lot to try 
and bring it back to a spring-
green color.  Give it a rest and 
then decide the best approach 
to bring your lawn back in 
September.  

Are weeds present in 
your lawn?  There may 
be a few more than usual, 
particularly if your lawn went 
into a dormant stage.  This 
slowdown of grass growth 
allows weeds and crabgrass 
to better establish and grow 
vigorously.  If you apply weed 
controls under these hot, dry 
and humid conditions you 
risk the chance of damaging 
existing grass stands.  Most 
weed controls state, “Do not 
apply under stress conditions 
or if temperatures are hot and 
humid and over 85 degrees.”

I hope you have raised your 
mowing height during these 
hot, dry times.  Your need for 
mowing may be reduced from 
every week to every 10-20 
days due to slow growth.  It is 
best for stressed turf to keep 
your mower and foot traffic 
to a minimum whenever 
possible to minimize damage.

If insects such as grubs 
are going to do their damage, 
late summer is prime time for 
them to emerge chewing on 
grass roots.  Applying grub 
and surface insect controls 
would be okay if these insects 
are present.  Be sure to follow 
all label directions and water 
the product into the soil area 
after application, if necessary.  

Since I know you all love 
your lawns, you can start 

thinking of what you should 
be doing to your lawn in early 
fall.  Evaluate any damage 
and decide if it requires 
re-seeding or just a feeding 
of lawn food in early fall and 
late fall.  Fall is a great time to 
green and thicken your lawn.  
Are there a lot of broadleaf 
weeds you want to get rid 
of?  Do you have a bunch 
of crabgrass that you do not 
want to deal with next year?  
Fall is a good time for weed 
controls to be applied.  

When I find my lawn 
in times of trouble, Mother 
Nature comes to me. Speaking 
words of wisdom, let it be.  
And in the hot, dry summer, 
my mower standing right in 
front of me, speaking words 
of wisdom, put me in the shed 
for now.  Thanks for the great 
advice, Paul.

Editor’s Note: Todd 
Pretz is Vice President 
of Jonathan Green, a 
leading supplier of lawn 
and garden products in 
the northeast. For more 
information, please visit: 
www.jonathangreen.com

Let it be, Let it be…

Turf ‘s Up
By Todd Pretz

Professional Turf Consultant

Agriculture has certainly 
evolved over the last one hundred 
years here in the United States.  
A century ago, farmers were 
transitioning from using horses 
to tractors as the main source of 
power on the farm. Electricity on 
many farms was still relatively 
new.  Farm implements such as 
plows, planters and harvesting 
aids were still rather crude, and if 
they did exist, were rather simple 
in design and small in scale.  

By nature, these farms of a 
century ago tended to be very 
diverse.  Because of the lack of 
infrastructure, they had to be very 
self-reliant and produce the bulk 
of what they needed to survive.  
There were obvious items such 
as fruits, vegetables, meats, and 
grains for consumption.  But 
there were other not so obvious 
items such as lumber for 
buildings, horses for field work 
as well as transportation, and 
even harvesting ice in the winter 
to keep things cool in the warmer 
months.  As you can see by this 
list, a farmer had to be pretty 
diversified in order to survive.  
And not only did these tasks take 
a tremendous amount of skill and 
effort, but the time commitment 
had to be immense as well.  Just 
think about the time and work 

The Town Farmer
By Peter Melick

Agricultural Producer

Editor’s Note: Peter Melick 
is co-owner of Melick’s 
Town Farm in Oldwick and a 
10th-generation New Jersey 
farmer. Peter is Mayor 
of Tewksbury Township, 
Hunterdon County, NJ. He 
also served as a director for 
the New Jersey Farm Bureau 
and is a past president of 
the New Jersey State Board 
of Agriculture. Peter has 
also been featured on NJN, 
News 12 New Jersey and on 
the Fox Business Network.

Agricultural Specialization
that went into just caring for 
the horses that were used on the 
farm.  Feed needed to be grown 
and stored.  They needed shelter 
and constant care.  And their 
equipment needed continued 
maintenance.  There could not 
have been much time for growing 
crops.  The day would have been 
half over before all the daily farm 
chores were done.  

Let’s fast forward to today.  
The name of the game in the 
large majority of American 
agricultural operations is speed, 
scale, and efficiency.  In most 
instances, bigger is better, 
whether it’s more bushels per 
acre, more pounds of milk per 
cow, or how many days it takes 
to produce a boneless skinless 
chicken breast.  Bigger, stronger, 
and faster is what everyone 

is striving for.  A century of 
innovation and technological 
advances have provided this 
country with the cheapest and 
most abundant food supply of 
any country in the world.  Farm 
yields of a hundred years ago 
were a fraction of what they are 
today.  We have certainly come 
a long way!

No longer do farmers milk 
a few cows twice a day and 
sell the milk for a little extra 
income.  The modern state-of-
the-art dairy farms of today 
have the capacity of a thousand 
plus cows.  They come replete 
with rail sidings to handle feed, 
full time veterinarians on staff, 
robotic milkers, and methane 
digesters to convert manure into 
electricity.  The dairy farms of 
old would hardly qualify as a 

hobby by today’s standards.  
The growing of fruits and 

vegetables has also gone to new 
levels.  I have heard of a farm/
company in California that plants 
and harvests carrots every week 
of the year.  Because of the large 
disparity with the climate in 
different regions in California, 
they move their equipment and 
labor up and down the state 
to plant, grow and harvest 
these carrots.  The custom-
built specialized planting and 
harvesting equipment probably 
costs more than most farms, and 
in order to have an efficient use 
of resources, never sits idle.  

It used to take twenty years 
for an apple orchard to come into 
full production.  Today a block of 
apples can be planted one year, 
harvested the next, and be in full 

production in the fourth year. The 
apples can then be stored year-
round in controlled atmosphere 
storage and then sorted and 
packed on a packing line that 
probably uses more computer 
chips than the first space shuttle.  

I am always amused by people 
who harken back to “The Good 
Old Days.”  My grandmother, 
who was born in 1910, used 
to say: “Some of the good old 
days weren’t all that great.” She 
was certainly able to appreciate 
many of the advancements that 
happened in her lifetime. And 
although she was nostalgic to 
a certain extent, she always 
followed that up with, “I wouldn’t 
want to go back.”
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Unique Plants
By Bob LaHoff

Nursery Specialist

Editor’s Note: Bob LaHoff is co-owner of Hall’s Garden Center and Florist in Union County, 
a member of the Union County Board of Agriculture, the New Jersey Nursery and Landscape 
Association, past member of Reeves-Reed Arboretum Buildings and Grounds Committee, a lifetime 
member of the Conifer Society and past member of the retail council for Monrovia Growers.  
He can be reached at (908) 665-0331.

The term “Dynamic Duo” 
refers to the partnership of two 
superhero characters, e.g. Batman 
& Robin, originally appearing 
in DC Comics, created by Bill 
Finger and Bob Kane, in 1940. 
These two “caped crusaders” 
counted on one another and their 
unique abilities, when combined, 
typically resulted in a positive 
outcome. This past June, I was 
amazed at the reliability and what 
almost seemed a partnership 
of two deciduous ornamentals. 
Seldom on the same property, 
but obvious and abundant in 
suburban landscapes, both 
Kousa Dogwood, Cornus kousa 
and Northern Catalpa, Catalpa 
speciosa, seemed to be ever-
present with a strong showing. 

Northern Catalpa, for me, is 
a tree that demands attention. 
White, showy flowers, giant 
heart-shaped leaves, and hanging 
bean-like pods always captivate 
my attention. Considered a 
fast-growing tree, Catalpa 
is “hardy” in zones 4-8. And 
while the mature size of this 
towering beauty is said to reach 
heights of 60-80 feet tall and 
20-40 feet wide, there is one on 
my neighbor’s property, greeting 
me every morning as I step out 
of our shower, looking west 
through our upstairs windows. 
Hovering at nearly 100 feet tall 
and 30 feet wide, this behemoth’s 
large, bell-shaped frilled flowers, 
complete with yellow streaks and 
purple spots, are something I 
look forward to in May and June. 
Northern Catalpa’s narrow, oval 
crown appreciates full sun to 
part shade, grows in most soil 
types, and tolerates nearly any 
climatic condition Mother Nature 
throws at it in New Jersey. And 
while its large leaves and fruit are 
considered unfavorable by some, 
“the messiness of Northern 
Catalpa is not relegated to its 
bean-like pods and its large leaves 

add to the litter” (thespruce.
com), I guess I just see things 
differently. Unique, orchid-like 
flowers, sometimes twisted 
trunks, immensely textured 
foliage and stringy bean pods 
far outweigh others’ negativity 
towards it. Hummingbirds and 
honeybees apparently agree with 
me as they flock to this tree 
every spring, and this Catalpa 
is the sole host of the Catalpa 
sphinx moth. A native found in 
forests from Indiana to western 
Tennessee and Arkansas, Catalpa 
goes by many colorful common 
names; cigar tree, Indian bean 
tree, catawba and caterpillar tree, 
most referencing the fruit. 

Kousa dogwood (Japanese 
Dogwood), Cornus kousa, is 
the other half of this “dynamic 
duo.” Being in the horticulture 
industry for over 30 years, I will 
tell you that Kousa dogwood 
is about as reliable and classic 
as you can get. An outstanding 
choice for home landscapes 
and urban areas, this tree has 
it all. White, star-like blooms, 
a canopy of layered horizontal 
branches, strong purple-scarlet 
fall color, pinkish-red edible fruit 
and fascinating bark; irregular 
patches showcasing a mosaic of 
sorts. And despite most people 
thinking that the large white 
flowers are just that, they are 
really modified leaves or bracts 
surrounding the small, greenish-
yellow, insignificant actual 
flower. Mature specimens, 25 
feet tall and wide, are suitable for 
nearly anyone’s landscape. Don’t 
be fooled by the “delicate beauty” 
of this tree, Cornus kousa is 
“tough as nails”. Japanese 
dogwood will not overwhelm 
your landscape, as it is classified 
as a slow to medium grower. 
And she seems to thrive almost 
anywhere. Should you have at 
least 3-4 hours of direct sun, 
Kousa dogwood will impress you 

in zones 5-8. And did I mention its 
cold hardiness, drought tolerance 
and disease resistance (including 
less susceptibility to dogwood 
anthracnose).  Additionally, there 
seems to be no limit of cultivars 
to impress you. ‘Greensleeves’, 
‘Lustgarten Weeping’, ‘Madame 
Butterfly I’, ‘Summer Fun’, 
‘Venus’ and ‘Rosy Teacups’ 
are just a few of my personal 
favorites. Be mindful however, it 
is common to have pink bracted 
types be white bracted the first 
year or two after being dug or 
bare rooted. When plants are 
stressed, they sometimes don’t 
put energy into the production 
of Anthocyanins that yield the 
darker color. An SAT word and 
science lesson I learned from my 
friend Bruce Crawford, Manager 
of Horticulture for the Morris 
County Parks Commission, and 
a Past President of the Garden 
State Gardens Consortium. 
Remember, one of the 
Commandments of gardening, 
“Nature doesn’t always play by 
the rules”. So, be patient… and 
remember, great gardens take 
time!

When Batman and Robin 
seem outnumbered by the 
nefarious character traits of 
Penguin, The Joker, Riddler 
and Catwoman, they seem 
to always prevail protecting 
Gotham City. For myself, 
when I see the likes of purple 
Plum trees, Prunus cerasifera 
‘Thundercloud’, ridden with 
black knot or the weak branch 
structure of Bradford Pear tree, 
Pyrus calleryana ‘Bradford’, 
self-destructing in suburban 
landscapes, it’s refreshing 
to see the strong character of 
Northern Catalpa and Kousa 
dogwood prevail and show their 
strength. Giving hope that good 
partnerships will continue to 
triumph in our landscapes.

Dynamic Duo

Need a Website?
or Graphic Design Work?
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Call or visit our site today for a FREE quote or consultation
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I saw a Bruce Crawford trademark. It was a grove 
of Pawpaw (Asimina triloba) trees. Deer seem to 
avoid the leaves and branches of this fascinating 
native tree. Its fruit begins to ripen in late summer 
and peaks in September and October. The flavor 
is often compared to bananas, but with hints of 
mango, vanilla, and citrus. The fruit looks like 
a small cluster of green potatoes. Take note that 
while the fruit is edible, you should never eat the 
skin or seeds of this fruit.

During the tour I also saw Bald cyprus 
(Taxodium distichum), a stately conifer with a 
russet-red fall color; Bottlebrush buckeye (Aesculus 
parviflora) that was showing long, fluffy, white 
flower clusters as I walked by it; Kentucky 
coffeetrees (Gymnocladus dioicus), which bear 
leathery, reddish-brown seed pods that add winter 
interest to the landscape; American redbuds 
(Cercis Canadensis), but I missed the rosy pink 
flowers that bloom in April; Saucer magnolias 
(Magnolia soulangeana), whose goblet-shaped 
flowers symbolize purity and nobility; Tuliptrees 
(Liriodendron tulipifera), but again I missed the 
tulip-shaped flowers that bloom in May and June; 
Amur maackia (Maackia amurensis), but I was a 
little early to see the white, spiky flowers; Eastern 

arborvitae (Thuja occidentalis) which looked like 
it was being used as a specimen, and whose name 
“arborvitae,” means “tree of life,” because Native 
Americans reportedly used the tree for medicinal 
purposes, and whose small cones open up to look 
like small flowers and appeal to birds; and a few 
Yellowwoods (Cladrastis kentukea), which have 
smooth bark, large hanging clusters of fragrant 
white flowers, and clear yellow fall color. 

Our time was starting to run short. We popped 
into the extraordinary 10,000 sq. ft. tropical 
biosphere pool complex where tropical life was 
dwelling. This biosphere is the first structure of its 
kind in the U.S. to incorporate advanced German 
Foiltec roofing material, allowing nearly 100% 
light transmission. I’d like to spend some more 
time in that complex.

As we headed up the stairs near the exit of the 
biosphere, I saw a large, magnificent deck pot on 
the patio. It had a giant canna lily in the center 
surrounded by a wine red banana tree, dramatic, 
huge heart-shaped elephant ears, sweet potato 
vines that were tumbling over the edges and down 
the sides of the pot, and New Guinea impatiens 
that were exploding with colorful blooms. What a 
way to end the tour. 

I was told that there was still much more to see. 
A big thank you to Superintendent Craig Worts 
and Landscape Supervisor Nicole Szeredy for my 
tour. I can’t wait to visit again!

While New Jersey is referred to as the “Garden 
State” because of its farms and fresh produce, the 
state also has breathtaking arboretums and public 
gardens gracing every region. I’m glad I visited 
the northwest region.

In closing, Crystal Springs Resort is powered 
by the northeast’s largest resort-based solar farm. 
I tip my hat to the Mulvihill family for their 
friendly environmental and natural concerns.

New Jersey Resort Highlights 
Stunning Public Gardens

(Continued from page 14)

Editor’s Note: Tom Castronovo is executive 
editor and publisher of Gardener News. Tom’s 
lifelong interest in gardening and passion 
for agriculture, environmental stewardship, 
gardening and landscaping, led to the founding 
of the Gardener News, which germinated in April 
2003 and continues to bloom today. He is also 
dedicated to providing inspiration, and education 
to the agricultural, gardening, landscaping and 
nursery communities through this newspaper 
and GardenerNews.com.

Read the Gardener NewsGardener News  online at GardenerNews.com

Pawpaws are the largest edible fruit trees 
native to North America, specifically 
in the temperate climes of the eastern 
parts of the United States, though you 
won’t often find them near the coasts. Friendly Koi swim by to say hello.

One of many massive deck pots filled 
with amazing tropical flora.
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CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Sixteen Farms and 1,432 Acres of Farmland  

Preserved by Connecticut in Fiscal Year 2022
Closing out the fiscal year was the permanent 

protection of 32 acres in Lebanon, CT, owned 
by Frank Himmelstein. Established in 1913, 
Himmelstein Homestead Farm, a dairy farm 
until 2004, is recognized on the state’s historic 
register. Currently the land is in use by several 
farmers to grow field corn and hay, while 
Himmelstein utilizes three plus acres for organic 
vegetable production which he sells direct to 
consumer and through local markets.

“The goal has been to preserve the entire 
stretch of farm property along both sides of North 
Street, one of the few roads in town declared a 
scenic road,” said Himmelstein. “Protecting 
this parcel completes the preservation of the 
land along the road frontage and prevents the 
farmland from being developed for housing in 

the future.”
he 32-acre parcel abuts an additional 157 acres 

of the original homestead which was permanently 
protected by the Farmland Preservation Program 
in 2007. This is one of more than 40 farmland 
parcels protected in the Town of Lebanon totaling 
over 5,000 acres of farmland which will remain 
available for future generations.

“Protecting farmland is a collective effort 
requiring strong partnerships and communication 
throughout the process,” said Agriculture 
Commissioner Bryan P. Hurlburt. “We are 
grateful for the opportunity to work with so 
many landowners who share a common goal, 
as well as partners and towns who demonstrate 
a high level of collaboration enabling us to 
leverage resources to maximize the success of 

the program.”
At the close of this fiscal year, 57% of the PDR 

spending was contributed from non-State sources 
due to the program maintaining a high cost-
share amount from partnerships. Permanently 
protecting prime and important farmland soils 
ensures a food and fiber producing land resource 
base for long-term availability of local, fresh farm 
products. In addition, farmland provides food 
and cover for wildlife, helps control flooding, 
protects wetlands and watersheds, and maintains 
air quality – all contributing to environmental 
sustainability and biodiversity.

For more information on Connecticut’s 
Farmland Preservation Program, visit our 
website for program overview, frequently asked 
questions, and contact information.

NORTHEAST DEPARTMENT
MAINE  DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICULTURE
Leave your Firewood at Home

The Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and 
Forestry’s (DACF) Maine Forest Service (MFS) has expanded 
an Emergency Order to restrict the movement of ash from 
areas likely to harbor emerald ash borer (EAB). This order is in 
response to detections in Oakland, Waterville and Lewiston this 
month and earlier finds in Lovell and Gray and is in addition to 
the state quarantine rule on EAB. The order and the quarantine 
exist to help slow the spread of EAB within Maine.

EAB is a shiny green beetle killing ash trees in Maine and 
many other parts of North America. In the case of the Kennebec 
County detection, a chance sighting of bright spots on ash bark 
at highway speed on I-95 led to follow-up surveys on the ground 
confirming the beetles presence. In Lewiston, a crew examining 
declining ash viewed from the highway found emerald ash borer 
galleries in nearby trees. Although the detections are new, in 
at least one of the sites, the infestation has been developing for 
several years.

The order area covers Auburn, Durham, Greene, Lewiston, 
Lisbon, Mechanic Falls, Minot, Poland, Sabattus, Turner, and 
Wales in Androscoggin County; Albion, Belgrade, Benton, 
China, Clinton, Litchfield, Oakland, Rome, Sidney, Vassalboro, 
Waterville, and Winslow in Kennebec County; Albany Twp, 
Batchelders Grant Twp, Lovell, Mason Twp, Norway, Otisfield, 
Oxford, Stoneham, Stow, Sweden, and Waterford in Oxford 
County; Bowdoin and Topsham in Sagadahoc County and 
Fairfield, Norridgewock, Skowhegan, and Smithfield in Somerset 
County. This order area is in addition to areas described in the 
existing state quarantine, Maine DACF, Agriculture Rules, 
Chapter 275, which includes areas in Maine and other states and 
Canada.

Learn more about the order at https://www.maine.gov/dacf/
mfs/forest_health/invasive_threats/eab-emergencyorder.shtml

NEW YORK  DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE

New York Dairy Promotion Order 
Funding Will Support Marketing, 
Promotion and Research Projects 
Focused on Increasing Consumer 

Demand for New York Dairy Products
The New York State Department of 

Agriculture and Markets announced 
that the Dairy Promotion Order (DPO) 
Advisory Board has issued a Request 
for Applications for dairy and research 
promotion projects, as part of its $15.5 
million checkoff fund. The invitation 
solicits proposals for projects that 
market, promote, and research New 
York-produced fluid milk and dairy 
products with the goal of expanding 
the types of dairy products available 
and increasing consumer demand for 
and consumption of New York dairy 
products.

Eligible applicants include non-
profit entities, research institutions, 
and private businesses that are not 
affiliated with the DPO Advisory 
Board. Project applications may not 
promote a specific brand or trade 
name.

To be considered for funding, 
applications should be submitted 
to the Department on or before 

August 25, 2022.  Applications and 
additional information can be found 
on the Department’s website at 
https://agriculture.ny.gov/dairy/dairy-
promotion-order.

Funding is made available directly 
from New York State dairy producers 
through the New York State Dairy 
Promotion Order Act and is intended 
to help dairy farmers and processors 
further their reach to both domestic 
and international markets.

About Dairy in New York State
New York State has nearly 3,500 

dairy farms that produce nearly 15.5 
billion pounds of milk annually, 
making New York the nation’s fifth 
largest dairy state. The dairy industry 
is the State’s largest agricultural 
sector, contributing significantly to the 
State’s economy by generating nearly 
half of the State’s total agricultural 
receipts, and providing some of the 
highest economic multipliers in the 
State.
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NORTHEAST DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEWS
PENNSYLVANIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE

Continuing to Keep 
Agriculture a Priority

Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding commended Governor 
Tom Wolf and the General Assembly for approving a state 
budget that supports and invests in Pennsylvania agriculture and 
families across the commonwealth.

“I’m grateful to Governor Wolf for continuing to keep 
agriculture a priority. This budget, with a nearly 30% increase 
in agriculture funding from last year, demonstrates the critical 
role agriculture and the people who care for our food and our 
environment serve in our commonwealth,” said Redding. “This 
budget is a testament to the tireless work of our department 
staff, our partners, and to everyone who works in Pennsylvania 
agriculture to ensure the safety and wellbeing of people and 
animals; protect our land, forests, water, and soil for the 
future; and power our $132.5 billion industry. Under the Wolf 
Administration, funding to agriculture has increased by nearly 
$90 million. It’s an illustration of the governor’s commitment 
to a resilient commonwealth with a rich foundation, rooted in 
agriculture.”

PA Farm Bill Fully Funded for Fourth Round
Governor Wolf brought the first-ever Pennsylvania Farm Bill 

to fruition in 2019; this year’s budget fully funds the PA Farm 
Bill for the fourth time at $13.6 million, for a total investment of 
$54.4 million. The PA Farm Bill is the first state farm bill in the 
nation; it’s a comprehensive set of programs that resulted from 
bipartisan action to grow a stronger, more resilient agriculture 
industry.

Improvements to the PA Farm Bill were approved as part of 
the state budget – through Governor Wolf’s signing of Senate 
Bill 1236 – to streamline the administration and function of the 
Very Small Meat and Poultry Processor Reimbursement Grant 
Program, as well as Ag and Youth, Farm to School, and Urban 
Ag Grant programs.

The PA Farm Bill provides support for the commonwealth’s 
leading agriculture industry in six categories:

• $3.6 million to increase market opportunities
• $3 million to protect agricultural infrastructure
• $2.5 million to remove regulatory burdens
• $2 million for resources for agricultural business 

development and succession planning
• $1.5 million to create more processing capabilities
• $1 million to strengthen the agriculture workforce
For more about agriculture in Pennsylvania, visit agriculture.

pa.gov.

Full Moon
August 11, 2022

Eastern Daylight

RECYCLE THE 
Gardener News!Gardener News!

SHOW IT TO A FRIEND

VERMONT DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE

Vermont Farm Show Board  
Cancels the 2023 Event

Due to circumstances related to and created by the coronavirus pandemic, 
the Board of Trustees of the Vermont Farm Show, Inc., is cancelling the 2023 
show and assessing how to ensure the event successfully serves the state’s 
agricultural interests in the years to come.

In a recent meeting, the Board unanimously agreed that the Vermont 
Farm Show should return in 2024, after a period of critique, evaluation 
and review to ensure the event evolves with current needs and wants of the 
Vermont agriculture community in the 21st century.  The Vermont Agency of 
Agriculture, Food and Markets (VAAFM) will coordinate a focus group with 
agricultural sector stakeholders to help meet this goal.

Since 1930, the purpose of the non-profit Vermont Farm Show and 
its Board of Trustees has been to promote Vermont agriculture through 
meetings of agricultural associations, farming industry displays, exhibits, and 
demonstrations of innovative methods to grow food in ways that benefit the 
farmer, the environment, our communities and society. Today, more than 90 
years later, those objectives may be attained in vastly different ways than when 
the Show first brought people together.

“Agriculture in Vermont is changing rapidly, and the Vermont Farm Show 
needs to change, too, to better meet the needs of the agricultural community 
with the resources available,” reflected Glenn Rogers, who served several years 
as a floor manager of the Vermont Farm Show and as past secretary and current 
treasurer on the Board of Trustees.

After holding the 2020 Show in January of that year, just prior to the 
beginning of the pandemic, the 2021 and 2022 shows were both cancelled due 
to ongoing health and safety concerns with COVID-19. “We want to recognize 
both Board President Dave Martin and Glenn Rogers for their work to hold 
those shows during the pandemic despite having to cancel.  We are grateful for 
their long service and commitment to the Vermont Farm Show,” said Vermont 
Farm Show Vice-President Kyla Bedard.

The Trustees of the Vermont Farm Show are looking for new Board 
members to help manage future Farm Shows and contribute to the mission to 
reimagine the Show.  “The Board is committed to using this time to create the 
best experience for all Vermonters and our agriculture community.  We also 
want to use this opportunity to grow our Board and invite anyone interested in 
envisioning the 2024 Farm Show to join us,” said Bedard.  Per Board bylaws, 
Dave Martin has stepped down as President after a 3-year term.

“The Board also will use this time as an opportunity to find someone who 
is passionate about Vermont agriculture in the 21st century to lead us through 
this time of transition,” said Rogers. The Trustees are open to finding ways for 
the Vermont Farm Show to connect with new audiences, such as consumers, 
food-enthusiasts and all types of Vermont farmers.

Bedard offered, “We hope that with the support of a coalition of partners 
the Vermont Farm Show will return in 2024, re-envisioned and revitalized to 
better serve our Vermont agricultural community and provide connections and 
education for consumers.”
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Be Sun-Smart... Garden Safely 
in the Sun with Children

Growing Gardeners
By Diana Dove

Environmental Educator
Editor’s Note: Diana is an 
Environmental Educator 
with award-winning 
programs for all ages who 
has been teaching since 
1975. She can be reached 
at dianadove13@gmail.com. 
She currently co-teaches, 
“Wildlife & Litter” programs 
with her husband, Mike, 
that are free to NJ groups 
when sponsored by Clean 
Communities. This includes 
guided nature walks, pond 
studies, education booths at 
town festivals, and outdoor 
programs for youth & adult 
garden clubs, schools, 
camps, libraries, and service 
organizations with a message 
about not littering. She is 
a former Sr. Naturalist for 
Somerset Co. Parks. In 
October, 1996 Diana founded 
a schoolyard, wildlife habitat 
garden at Memorial School 
in Washington Boro, Warren 
County, NJ. Please ‘Like” 
the FB page of the Karen 
Nash Memorial Butterfly 
Garden. Diana volunteers 
as Youth Chair on the Bd 
of the Garden Club of NJ 
and is a First Place National 
Winner of the NGC Youth 
Leader Award. She has a 
BS in Forestry & Wildlife 
Mgt, with a concentration 
in Biology, plus a BA in 
Communications from Va 
Tech.

Summertime is an exciting 
time for Growing Gardeners to 
help their garden grow. Though 
children benefit in countless ways 
by spending time outdoors, there 
are precautions that must be taken 
when extreme summer heat is in 
the forecast. Gardeners of all ages 
should be sun-smart and hydrate! 

Sunburn can be painful and 
may lead to more serious health 
issues later in life. The website, 
www.campliveoakfl.com states, 
“It takes as little as 15 minutes 
without sunblock for a child’s 
skin to burn.” It differs from 
individuals depending on their 
skin type and sensitivity to the 
sun. Doctors agree that children’s 
skin is thinner than adult skin, 
making youth more vulnerable to 
sun exposure. 

Be sun-smart. Go to: www.
sunsmart.com and become 
informed about heat-related 
conditions such as sunburn, heat 
exhaustion, heat stroke, heat rash, 
and cramps. Another resource is 
the CDC website www.cdc.gov/
disasters/extremeheat/warning.
html Organize adequate adult 
supervision. Children don’t always 
speak up when they don’t feel well. 
Parents should be on site when 
young children are gardening. 

Generally recommended first 
aid is to move the person out 
of the heat into shade or a cool, 
air-conditioned space. Elevate 
legs, sip cool water, and direct 
the child’s parent to apply an ice 
pack or cool wet wash cloths on 
the child’s neck, wrists, armpit, or 
groin. 

When gardening with children, 
there should be a complete first 
aid kit on site which includes 
instant ice packs. If the condition 
does not improve within 15 to 

20 minutes seek medical help. If 
the child has trouble breathing, 
is vomiting, or shows any life-
threatening symptoms, don’t wait. 
Seek medical help immediately. 

If planning to work with a 
scout group, confirm the troop 
first-aider in advance and ask 
them to bring extra water and 
instant icepacks. If at a camp or 
summer school, have the cell 
phone contact for the camp/school 
nurse. Have a working cell phone 
and an emergency plan in place.

Be weather wise. Stay informed 
of heat warnings, watches, and 
advisories. Postpone volunteer 
gardening sessions if the heat index 
is too high. What is it too high to 
garden with children? Www.bing.
com states that a heat index of 
90 degrees Fahrenheit or above 
poses a health risk, according to 
the National Weather Service. At 
our school garden we reschedule 
gardening once the heat index 
is between 86-88 depending on 
breeze and wind conditions. You 
must decide what works best for 
your group of youth gardeners.

Avoid mid-day gardening and 
plan to garden at the cooler time 
of the day, morning or evening. 
For over twenty-five years, our 

Community Gardening sessions 
at the Karen Nash Memorial 
Butterfly Garden have been held 
on summer Monday evenings, 
with families arriving after 
6:30pm. 

Ask participants to come 
hydrated and rested. Children 
must be reminded to bring 
drinking water and hydrate. I often 
announce “water breaks” to assure 
that children are drinking enough 
water while gardening... since 
gardeners need water too! Using 
an insulated reusable water bottle 
keeps water cold. It’s suggested 
to provide a water cooler for the 
group, for refills. 

Wear light colored, breathable 
fabrics and alternate gardening 
in the shade. Wear a brimmed 
hat, sunglasses for eye protection, 
long sleeves, and wear sunscreen. 
The site, www.homedoctor.com, 
recommends five teaspoons of 
sunscreen SP30 applied every two 
hours. Waterproof sunscreen is 
available too. 

Pace the activities and plan 
an appropriate length of time to 
garden in the heat based on how 
physical the garden activities are. 
Standing with the hose to water 
plants is cooler than raking or 

digging to plant a tree. Kids need a 
variety of garden tasks so rotate in 
both sunny and shady spots. 

Treat youth gardeners to 
something cool like Italian ice, 
ice cream, or ice pops. Do not 
select flavors with red dye or nuts 
due to possible food allergies. On 
our volunteer permission slip, we 
ask parents to voluntarily list their 
child’s food allergies. Be prepared 
with napkins, spoons, a cooler 
with ice packs, and have a trash 
bag and a recycling container on 
hand. If on a tight budget, ask 
businesses, service organizations, 
or participant families to volunteer 
to donate a snack. Suggest oranges, 
blueberries, apples, watermelon 
and sliced strawberries or grapes. 
Always slice strawberries and 
grapes to avoid a choking hazard 
to young children. Double check 
all fruit allergies with participants. 
Or... ask participants to bring their 
own snack. We have received gift 
cards from local grocery stores 
and pizzerias, and baked goods 
from nearby bakeries to defray 
costs of refreshments for garden 
volunteers. 

While Growing Gardeners 
are creating fond summer garden 
memories... be sure, as they learn 

to garden, they are taught to be 
sun-smart so all those childhood 
memories in the garden are happy 
ones as they “garden safely in the 
sun!”

Public Encouraged to Report Potential Beech Leaf Disease Infections
The New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation (DEC) announced 
that Beech Leaf Disease (BLD), which affects all 
species of beech trees, was identified in 35 counties 
in New York State to date. DEC began tracking 
BLD in 2018 after it was confirmed in Chautauqua 
County. Fourteen of the counties with BLD were 
confirmed in 2022, and more are likely to be 
identified.

“Many American beech trees are already heavily 
impacted by beech bark disease, but Beech Leaf 
Disease appears to be an even bigger threat,” said 
DEC Commissioner Basil Seggos. “The decline 
of beech in New York could have far-reaching 
consequences, including significant changes to the 
composition of our northern hardwood forests and 
the loss of a valuable food source for wildlife. Beech 
Leaf Disease affects all beech, so the impacts would 
also be felt in our urban forests where ornamental 

beech trees, including the popular copper beech 
cultivar, are widely used for landscaping and street 
trees.”

Much is still unknown about BLD, including 
how it spreads, but it can kill mature beech trees in 
six to 10 years and saplings in as little as two years. 
There is no known treatment for infected trees. 
BLD symptoms are associated with the nematode 
Litylenchus crenatae mccannii. It is unknown 
whether the nematode causes all of the damage, or 
if it is in association with another pathogen such as 
a virus, bacteria, or fungus.

DEC is working with the Cornell Plant 
Disease Diagnostic Clinic, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Forest Service, neighboring states, 
and New York’s Partnerships for Regional Invasive 
Species Management (PRISMs) to survey for 
new infections, track disease progression using 
long-term monitoring plots, and investigate the 

nematode’s role in the disease. More information is 
needed to develop an effective treatment.

DEC’s Forest Health Diagnostic Lab is 
experiencing a recent surge in requests for BLD 
diagnosis and treatment options as landowners 
begin to notice a rapid decline in the health of 
their beech trees. Most of the reports are from 
Suffolk and Westchester counties where BLD is 
widespread.

The main symptom to look for on beech foliage 
is darkened striping between the veins, which is best 
seen when looking up through the canopy. Leaves 
with severe symptoms can be heavily banded and 
crinkled, with a thickened leathery texture.

At this time there are no specific recommendations 
for managing trees that are infected with BLD.

For more information about beech leaf disease, 
visit DEC’s website at https://www.dec.ny.gov/
lands/120589.html
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& Garden Center

BUY DIRECT FROM ONE OF 
NEW JERSEY’S LARGEST GROWERS 
OF PLANTS & FLOWERS

SUMMER IS HERE
AT HIONIS Greenhouses

4 CODDINGTON RD,
WHITEHOUSE STATION, NJ

CHOOSE FROM AN 
 ENORMOUS VARIETY OF:

ANNUALS
PERENNIALS
VEGETABLES

TROPICAL PLANTS
SUCCULENTS

& MUCH MORE

908.534.7710 • www.hionisgreenhouses.com

GET YOUR
BACKYARD

READY!

VEGETABLE 
GARDEN 

HEADQUARTERS

Pool Parties & BBQ’s
Brighten up your 

outdoor space with 
lots of color!
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GRANDSTAND®

MULTI FORCE™ 

WITH MULCH DUMP
ALL-SEASON USE
A variety of attachments and accessories such as 
Mulch Dump, Pro-Force blower, snow thrower, power 
broom, tine rake, dethatcher and BOSS snow blade all 
provide the ultimate in productivity.

TIMECUTTER®

ZERO-TURN MOWERS

MyRIDE® SUSPENSION SYSTEM
Save your body from the toughest terrain 
and avoid slow mowing speeds with the 
MyRIDE Suspension System. 

IRONFORGED® DECK
TimeCutters come with a Toro IronForged 
deck to ensure years of reliability and 
top performance.

GRANDSTAND®

STAND-ON MOWERS

CUSHIONED SUSPENSION
Flex-Ride operator platform suspension self-compensates 
for operators of all sizes, resulting in less fatigue 
and higher productivity throughout the day.

TRACTION & HANDLING
A wide stance and optimal balance enhance 
hillside stability and control. 

36”-60” TURBO FORCE® CUTTING DECKS

48”-60” TURBO FORCE® CUTTING DECKS

Z MASTER®

2000 SERIES ZERO-TURN MOWERS

FINISH JOBS FASTER
Built to take on the toughest hits with powerful 
engines and upgraded hydros, this mower features 
a fully tubular frame, large 24” rear tires and 
7/10-gauge steel deck with bullnose bumper.

See your local servicing Toro dealer at Toro.com/local

PROLINE™ MID-SIZE MOWERS 

MOWING MUSCLE
Reliable Kawasaki engines drive .204” blades 
for a gorgeous, professional cut.

NO-HASSLE SULKY
2-wheel sulky rotates 360º and folds away 
when not in use; no need to remove for trailering!

36”-60” CUTTING DECKS

SPRAYMASTER®

STAND-ON TURF RENOVATION

Dual Smart Hour Meters and Lean-to-Steer 
Provide Precision Dispersement
White Tanks Simplify Fuel Level Monitoring

TURFMASTER® HDX
30” WIDE AREA WALK POWER MOWER

Commercial-Grade Kawasaki® Engine
Larger, More Powerful Kohler® Engine Available
Spin-On Oil Filter & Dual Element Air Filter

F R O M

START
FINISHT O

48”-60” TURBO FORCE® CUTTING DECKS

Z MASTER®

4000 SERIES ZERO-TURN MOWERS

Z MASTER 4000 
HDX PRO XL SERIES
Featuring powerful 35 HP 
Kawasaki® FX1000 engines

NEW!


