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The 2024 Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society (PHS) 
Philadelphia Flower Show will 
take place on March 2-10 in the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center. 

Now in its 195th year, the 
award-winning PHS Philadelphia 
Flower Show is a world-
renowned gardening event, and 
PHS’s main fundraiser to support 

its impactful greening work that 
advances health and well-being 
in the region. The event is known 
for its stunning visual displays, 
world-class plant competitions, 

family activities, artisanal crafts, 
educational offerings, and 
curated shopping.

“This year’s theme, ‘United 
by Flowers,’ 

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society/Image 

Rendering of the Entrance Garden for the 2024 Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s Philadelphia Flower Show 

By Tom Castronovo
Executive Editor/Publisher
Gardener News

North America’s Largest and
Longest-Running Horticultural Event

(Cont. on Page 10)
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Making Mighty Houseplants

Available Only At Your Local Independent Garden Centers
fertilome.com

10-10-10 
Use to feed all potted 
plants, indoors and 
outdoors, including 

houseplants.

2-7-7 
Use to feed Cactus, 
Jade, Aloe and all 

Succulents.

9-7-9 
Use to feed all 

Orchids.
8-10-8 

Use to feed all African 
Violets and other 
flowering plants.

All Purpose 
Houseplant Food

Succulent & 
Cactus 
Plant Food

Orchid 
Plant Food

African Violet 
& Blooming
Plant Food
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Around The Garden
By Tom Castronovo

Gardener News

Editor’s Note: Tom Castronovo is executive editor and publisher of Gardener News. Tom’s 
lifelong interest in gardening and passion for agriculture, environmental stewardship, 
gardening and landscaping, led to the founding of the Gardener News, which germinated 
in April 2003 and continues to bloom today. He is also dedicated to providing inspiration, 
and education to the agricultural, gardening, landscaping and nursery communities 
through this newspaper and GardenerNews.com.

Latest Census of Agriculture 
Released, and a Horse

First, I’m sharing a summary of the 2022 Census of 
Agriculture, which was released on February 13, 2024, 
at 12:30 p.m.

The Census of Agriculture provides a detailed 
picture of U.S. farms and ranches every five years. 
It is the leading source of uniform, comprehensive 
agricultural data for every state and county or county 
equivalent. Census of agriculture data is routinely 
used by agriculture organizations, businesses, state 
departments of agriculture, elected representatives, and 
legislative bodies at all levels of government, public and 
private sector analysts, the news media, and colleges and 
universities. The last census was released in 2017.

First conducted in 1840 in conjunction with the 
decennial Census and conducted since 1997 by United 
States Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (USDA NASS) – the federal statistical 
agency responsible for producing official data about 
U.S. agriculture – the Census of Agriculture remains the 
most comprehensive agricultural data for every state and 
county in the nation.

Let’s get into some of the overall statistics.
In 2022, U.S. farms and ranches produced $543.1 

billion in agricultural products, up from $388.5 billion 
in 2017. Crop and livestock commodities each accounted 
for approximately half of the total, with crops accounting 
for 52% of the value. In 2022, the value of crop sales 
exceeded livestock sales. The total number of farms 
declined between 2017 and 2022, from 2.04 million to 
1.90 million.

The overall value of agricultural production and 
income increased between 2017 and 2022. Increases 
remained concentrated by farm size, location, and 
industry. The number of large farms increased in 2022, 
according to the 2022 Census, while the number of mid-
size and small farms declined. The largest operations 
and a small number of states accounted for the majority 
of agricultural production and sales. Five commodities 
accounted for two thirds of the value of agricultural 
production.

Also in 2022, 3.4 million producers operated 1.9 
million farms covering 880.1 million acres that generated 
food, fuel and fiber for Americans and people around the 
world. The number of producers did not significantly 
change, while the number of farms decreased 6.9% 
since 2017 when the last ag census was conducted. The 
share of farms reporting more than one decision maker 
changed from 54% in 2017 to 60% in 2022.

While the number of producers between the ages 
of 35-64 declined 9%, the number of producers 65 and 
over increased 12%, continuing the trend of an aging 
producer population. The number of young producers, 
those under 35, also increased slightly.

Here are a few highlights for New Jersey.
• Land in farms of just under 712,000 acres, down 

from just over 734,000 acres in 2017.

• Ranking fifth nationally in value of nursery stock 
sales at over $296 million.

• Among all States in total acres harvested, New 
Jersey was third in eggplant, fourth in asparagus, 
fourth in cranberries, and fifth in tame blueberries.

More local New Jersey statistics can be found at 
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/New_
Jersey/index.php

Already preparing for the 2027 Census of 
Agriculture, USDA NASS is now conducting the 
National Agricultural Classification Survey (NACS). 
The survey, an important step in determining who should 
receive a 2027 Census of Agriculture questionnaire, will 
go to approximately 250,000 recipients to ask if they 
conduct agricultural activity. The results of the survey 
will ensure that every U.S. producer, no matter how 
large or small their operation, has a voice and is counted 
in the highly anticipated and influential agricultural 
census data.

The Horse
Did you know that the Garden State has more horses 

per capita than anywhere in the U.S., according to 
USDA NASS? That’s right, there’s a horse census. And 
did you know that the U.S. Equestrian team is based in 
Gladstone, Somerset County.

Here’s another interesting fact. The Equine Science 
Center at Rutgers – New Jersey’s Land Grant University, 
is the only equine-related academic entity in the country 
that assembles faculty, students, and staff from multiple 
disciplines and departments, both from within and 
outside the university. The Center even has a high-speed 
equine treadmill. Whoa!

Next, I’m going to mention two legislative bills that 
were signed into law by Governor Phil Murphy on 
January 16, 2024. A-203/S-2884 authorizes creation of 
special license plates commemorating the horse as the 
state animal.

These bills authorize the New Jersey Motor 
Vehicle Commission (hereinafter, “Commission”) to 
issue special ‘State animal license plates’ (hereinafter, 
“Plates”). The Plates are to be designated by the Chief 
Administrator of the Commission (hereinafter, “Chief 
Administrator”), in consultation with the Secretary 
(hereinafter, “Secretary”) of the New Jersey Department 
of Agriculture (hereinafter, “Department”), and feature 
an emblem that indicates that the horse is the official 
State animal of New Jersey.

The horse was made the Official State Animal of 
New Jersey in 1977 and is on the New Jersey State Seal.

Fees collected for the proposed plate would be 
appropriated annually to support health and well-being 
programs for horses, as well as programs that provide 
therapeutic horse rides for people with special needs.

P.S. Happy Birthday and Happy St. Patrick’s Day, 
Mom.

Need a Website?
or Graphic Design Work?

YOUR WEBSITE IS THE FACE OF YOUR BUSINESS
Don’t lose customers because your website is out of date...

We Build Mobile Responsive Websites!!
Because in today’s world your website needs

to display well on mobile devices

Call or visit our site today for a FREE quote or consultation

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with us!
*Award Winning Wine List*

Seafood, Steaks, Pasta.
Are Our Specialties

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
Family Style Meals To-Go

Curbside Pickup and Takeout

601 Grand Central Avenue (Rt. 35 North)  
Lavallette, NJ   |  732-793-4447
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Spring and thoughts of planting 

are in the air. As we look with 
anticipation toward a productive 
2024 season, it is a great time to 
think about improving your soils. 

For most of us involved in 
agriculture and gardening, there 
is an understanding of the vital 
importance of good, quality, 
productive soils. And for many, the 
utilization of manure and compost 
composes a key part of their quest 
to continuously seek improvement 
in their soil health. That, of course, 
will go a long way toward helping 
to improve their production yields, 
whether we are talking about 
hundreds of acres of crops or a 
small backyard garden plot. 

However, finding a reliable and 
readily accessible source of this 
fresh feedstock has proven to be 
challenging for many New Jersey 
farms, and, we can only assume, for 
gardeners as well. With the current 
increases in synthetic fertilizer 
prices, the economic benefits of 
using manure and compost are 
skyrocketing.

That is a major reason why 
the New Jersey Department of 
Agriculture has teamed up with 
Rutgers University’s Office of 
Research Analytics to launch 
a program to help connect those 
seeking manure with those who 
have it. 

NJ Dept. of Agriculture
By Joe Atchison III

Assistant Secretary of Agriculture

Add Manure in ’24
This new program, known as NJ 

ManureLink (www.njmanurelink.
rutgers.edu) also addresses 
a unique issue in New Jersey – 
numerous small horse farms (and 
small livestock farms in general) 
without the land capacity to handle 
their manure appropriately and in 
accordance with state law. Instead 
of requiring them to incur the 
major expense of seeking more 
land on which to properly manage 
animal waste, this effort connects 
them with growers large and small 
who can put this valuable resource 
to good use.

To prepare for putting this 
program together, the Department 
of Agriculture’s Division of 
Agricultural & Natural Resources 
applied for and received a 
Conservation Innovation Grant 
(CIG) from the USDA’s Natural 
Resource Conservation Service 
(NRCS). With the assistance from 

our friends at Rutgers University, 
we have been able to launch a 
website to connect folks with 
manure or compost in New Jersey 
with those looking for it, or vice-
versa.  

Whether you’re working with a 
large farm, community garden, or 
as a homesteader, NJ ManureLink 
can help you find manure or 
compost to grow your crops and 
get you connected with your local 
agricultural producers. 

Please head on over to www.
njmanurelink.rutgers.edu and 
check us out! It is free to create 
a listing on available manure or 
compost near you. In addition to 
creating listings, it also allows users 
to sign up for notifications when 
the resource they are looking for 
becomes available. The project 
provides an opportunity for farms 
with limited land capacity a way 
to distribute their manure to 

composters and farmers who can 
use it to benefit their operations 
as well.

This is a great example 
of the spirit of cooperation and 
fellowship that many of our 
farmers frequently practice, either 
one-on-one with fellow farmers or 
through agricultural organizations 
like county boards of agriculture, 
commodity organizations, or 
statewide farm-advocacy groups. 

The Department also partnered 
with the New Jersey Compost 
Council (NJCC), to provide support 
for the outreach and educational 
components of teaching people the 
value of these natural resources, 
including annual webinar and 
hands-on composting field days. 

A Summer 2024 Field Day will 
demonstrate how to get started 
composting, setting up a compost 
pile, sighting, and getting attendees 
comfortable with monitoring 

important parameters that can be 
a big difference between quality 
compost and that which might not 
be so great, such as temperature and 
moisture. All of this will be geared 
toward ensuring the dissemination 
of factual and scientific data to 
help in composting.

As we like to say, put the poop 
to good use with NJ ManureLink, 
as “it’s where to find what feeds 
your field.” Why take out a loan to 
meet the rising costs of many forms 
of fertilizer when you could get the 
nutrient benefits you are looking 
for from a livestock or equine farm 
right next door or just down the 
road in your own community?

Help us spread the word about 
spreading manure!

Editor’s Note: New Jersey 
Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture Joe Atchison III 
is directing the Department, 
assuming the responsibilities 
of Secretary, until the State 
Board of Agriculture’s 
recommendation for the new 
Secretary of Agriculture is 
approved by Governor Phil 
Murphy. Atchison is also the 
Director of the Division of 
Marketing and Development 
for the department. He can 
be reached at 609-292-3976.

I am thrilled to share the 
highlights of this year’s agriculture 
convention, which left us invigorated 
and optimistic about the future of 
farming in our state. The convention 
served as a rallying point for our 
agricultural community, igniting 
a new sense of purpose and 
collaboration among farmers, 
stakeholders, and government 
agencies.

At the forefront of this year’s 
convention was the robust presence 
of the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), including the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), and Rural Development 
(RD). Our agency, FSA, took the 
opportunity to showcase the diverse 
array of programs and services 
available to support our hardworking 
farmers.

We emphasized our commitment 
to providing financial assistance 
through various loan programs 
tailored to meet the evolving needs of 
our agricultural producers. Whether 
it’s recovering from natural disasters 
or expanding operations to meet 
growing demand, FSA stands ready 
to provide the necessary resources 
and guidance to ensure the success 
of our farmers.

Moreover, we shed light on the 
importance of risk management tools 
such as the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) and 

USDA Farm Service Agency
By Bob Andrzejczak

State Executive Director

Editor’s Note: Bob 
Andrzejczak is the State 
Executive Director of the 
USDA Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) in New Jersey. He 
can also be reached at 609-
587-0104 during regular 
business hours. For more 
information, please visit 
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/
state-offices/New-Jersey/
sed-biography/index

Agricultural Convention Highlights
acreage reporting. These programs 
serve as invaluable safety nets during 
challenging seasons, offering peace 
of mind and financial protection to 
our farming community.

In parallel, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
demonstrated its dedication to 
promoting sustainable farming 
practices and environmental 
stewardship. Through programs 
like the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP), NRCS 
provides farmers with the necessary 
support to implement conservation 
practices that enhance soil health, 
water quality, and overall farm 
resilience.

Additionally, Rural Development 
(RD) showcased its commitment to 
rural communities by offering home 
loan programs, infrastructure grants, 
and small business support. RD’s 
efforts are vital in fostering economic 
growth and improving the quality of 
life in rural areas across our state.

I must commend the New 
Jersey Fruit and Vegetable Growers 
Association and the New Jersey 
Department of Agriculture for their 
outstanding efforts in hosting and 
growing the convention this year. 
Their dedication to advancing our 
agricultural industry and providing 
a platform for collaboration is truly 
commendable. I extend my sincerest 
gratitude to them for allowing 
the USDA to have a prominent 
presence at the convention, enabling 
us to connect with farmers and 
stakeholders and demonstrate our 
unwavering support for New Jersey 
agriculture.

In closing, the convention 
was a testament to the resilience, 
innovation, and camaraderie of our 
agricultural community. Together, 
with the support of government 
agencies, industry associations, 
and farmers alike, we are poised 
to overcome challenges and seize 
opportunities, ensuring a prosperous 

future for New Jersey agriculture.
Important Dates:
March 15:  Agricultural Risk 

Coverage (ARC) & Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) Program Annual 
Election & Enrollment Deadline

March 15: Non-Insured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
Coverage Deadline for Current 
Calendar Year Spring and Fall Crops

March 31: Marketing Assistance 
Loan (MAL) and Loan Deficiency 
Payment (LDP) Deadline for prior 
year harvested wheat, barley, canola, 
crambe, flaxseed, honey, oats, 
rapeseed, and sesame seed

TBD: Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) - General Sign-Up 
Deadline

May 1: NAP Coverage Deadline 
for Subsequent Calendar Year 
Nursery Crops

TBD: Conservation Reserve 
Program - Grasslands Sign-up 
Deadline

May 31: Acreage Reporting 

Deadline for Subsequent Year 
Nursery Crops

May 31: MAL and LDP 
Deadline for prior year harvested 
corn, soybeans and other oilseeds, 
grain sorghum, and pulse crops

These dates are crucial for 
farmers to mark on their calendars 
as they represent various deadlines 
for program enrollments, coverage 
applications, and reporting 
requirements. Stay informed and 
take advantage of these opportunities 
to ensure your farming operations are 
in compliance and well-supported by 
available resources.

For more information on FSA, 
NRCS, or RD programs, loans, 
grants, and services, please visit 
farmers.gov or call or stop into your 
local USDA service center. There 
are six locations, in Vineland, 
Woodstown, Columbus, Freehold, 
Frenchtown, and Hackettstown.
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When you’re shopping for 
JERSEY GROWN nursery
stock, you know the trees, 
shrubs, plants and flowers 
are checked for quality, 
disease, are pest free, and 
accustomed to the Garden 
State’s climate and soil 
conditions.

jerseygrown.nj.gov

Support NJ Agriculture
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Incorporating Roses into 
Your Home Landscape

There is still a chill in the 
air but, like most gardeners, I 
am feeling the ‘call of the yard’! 
Even though it is too early to start 
digging, it is the perfect time to 
start planning – for roses! 

Whether your planting area 
is a balcony or a sprawling 
landscape or a location that 
receives full sun or partial shade, 
there is a rose for you! Beginners 
need not fear as there are roses 
for every skill level, as well. Let 
us begin this year’s planting plan 
with the addition of roses. 

These beautiful plants 
have the reputation of being 
difficult to grow. However, with 
a little planning now and 
impulse control later, roses can 
be the star of most landscape 
designs. Selecting the right rose 
for each specific location and then 
sticking to the plan is the recipe 
for success. Read on to explore 
a few common misconceptions 
about roses and meet a few 
winners for beginners. 

Misconception: Roses 
are very susceptible to 
disease. Planting a rose in the 
right location greatly reduces 
the chance of disease. Like 
most plants, happy roses are 
healthy roses! Planning ahead 
to identify a variety that will 
thrive in its location is the first 
step to success. Luckily, the 
introduction of disease resistant 
varieties to the market also 
helps ensure a disease-free 
rose garden. These hardy, pest 
resistant, long-blooming 
varieties make growing roses a 
breeze. Simplicity Hedge Rose 
(Rosa var. ‘JACink’) is a dense, 
reblooming hedge rose that 
thrives, free of disease, in heat and 
humidity. The lovely Westerland 

(Rosa ‘KORwest) is a large 
sunset rose that will fill a full-sun 
area with blooms throughout the 
summer. The 2011 All America 
Rose Selection Award winner, 
Dick Clark Grandiflora rose, is 
also an excellent choice to fill a 
large space. In fact, all the roses 
named in the article are disease-
resistant varieties.

Misconception: All roses need 
full, all-day sun. Not so! Many 
varieties of roses are happy in 
partial shade. The source of this 
misconception may be that the 
roses typically found in nurseries 
are full-sun varieties that do not 
thrive in partial sun. If you have 
a location with less than four 
hours of direct sun, a partial-sun 
variety will thrive. I love white, 
pale pink or cream roses in these 
locations as they add bright 
spots to areas in your landscape 
that are part-shade. In addition, 
the petals of these partial-sun 
varieties remain beautiful for 
longer periods in shadier spots 
than if they were planted in full 
sun. Fair Bianca (Rosa ‘Fair 
Bianca’) and climbing rose Earth 
Angel (Rosa ‘Korgeowim’) are 
two varieties to try. 

Misconception: There are no 
New Jersey native roses. New 
Jersey’s diverse native plant 
selection includes Virginia Rosa 
(Rosa virginiana). This wild-
looking rose has small, delicate 
flowers yet it is a powerhouse 
for supporting local pollinators 
and is a food plant for our native 
Northern Walkingstick insect. It 
can also tolerate shade and loves 
to sprawl in low-utilized areas. 

Misconception: Roses need 
special pruning techniques. This 
is not really a misconception 
as all plants have preferred 

pruning times and methods. Just 
like Rhododendrons 
and Hydrangeas, roses should be 
pruned in ways that optimize 
blooming and keep the plants in 
good health and form. If pruning 
is not of interest, some roses 
such as Flower Carpet Rose, a 
ground cover, or the compact, 
container rose Bliss Parufuma 
(Rosa KORbin) are ideal. 

Now comes the hard part – 
sticking to our plan when that 
gorgeous red beauty in front of 
us in the garden center feels like 
a perfect fit! This, however, is not 
likely true. 

Given the wide variety of roses 
available, a little forethought and 
research can go a long way to 
ensure success. Even during this 
cold month of March, think of a 
few locations to try a rose in your 
landscape. Go online or visit your 
Rutgers County Extension office 
to help create a list of varieties 
that will thrive in the location you 
have in mind. Now, remove from 
your list any varieties that are 
not disease resistant. You should 
still have about 10 varieties of 
roses for each location. Take this 
list with you when you shop 
and stick to it. You may have to 
visit more than one nursey or 
try an on-line vendor. Call your 
local rose society for shopping 
tips. Ask your Rutgers Master 
Gardener Hotline for guidance 
as well. Sticking to your list will 
vastly improve your success. 

After selecting and planting 
your new rose, reach out to your 
Rutgers County Extension or 
Rutgers Master Gardener Hotline 
right away if something is going 
wrong. We are here to help and 
can advise you about care, pests 
and more.

Atlantic County
Phone: 609-625-0056 

Bergen County
Phone: 201-336-6780
Burlington County

Phone: 609-265-5050
Camden County

Phone: 856 216 7130
Cape May County

Phone: 609-465-5115 
Cumberland County
Phone: 856-451-2800 

Essex County
Phone: 973-228-2210
Gloucester County

Phone: 856-224-8040
Hudson County

Phone: 201-915-1399
Hunterdon County

Phone: 908-788-1339
Mercer County

Phone: 609-989-6830

Middlesex County
Phone: 732-398-5260
Monmouth County
Phone: 732-431-7260

Morris County
Phone: 973-285-8300

Ocean County
Phone:732-349-1246

Passaic County
Phone: 973-305-5740

Salem County
Phone: 856-769-0090

Somerset County
Phone: 908-526-6293

Sussex County
Phone: 973-948-3040

Union County
Phone: 908-654-9854

Warren County
Phone: 908-475-6505

 

Rutgers Cooperative
Extension

Phone Directory 

From the Director’s Desk

Rutgers Outreach
Provided by Brian Schilling

Director

Editor’s Note: This article is written by Ruth Carll, State Leader, Consumer Horticulture 
and Master Gardener programs, Rutgers Cooperative Extension (RCE). She is a welcome 
new addition to the Agriculture and Natural Resources team at RCE. She brings a broad 
background in horticulture, teaching, and volunteer program development. Consumer 
horticulture programming supports the efforts of all New Jersey residents, teachers, and 
community groups by providing resources, knowledge and services geared toward creating 
a sustainable, healthy, and beautiful New Jersey! 

R U T G E R S  N J A E S / R C E
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LAND-GRANT UNIVERSITY NEWS
R U T G E R S  N J A E S / R C E

New Oak Trees Take Root on Cook Campus
Passion Puddle has served as the center of 

countless Ag Field Days, now Rutgers Day, 
and graduation ceremonies for generations of 
students on the Cook College campus. The 
lawn surrounding this beloved pond provides a 
relaxing place to study, relax, or people-watch on 
many a warm spring or fall afternoon. It is, quite 
simply, the emotional heart of the campus.

So, any changes to this beloved space are 
bound to generate immediate interest among 
those who enjoy its shady, green expanse. Most 
notably, two elm trees on the lawn around Passion 
Puddle are slated to be removed. In addition, 
several new plantings dot the immediate area 
around the pond.

These plantings, and the replacement of lost 
trees, can be seen as one of many steps to ensure 
a continued canopy presence on the lawn around 
Passion Puddle, according to Professor Jason 
Grabosky, the John and Eleanor Kuser Faculty 
Scholar in Urban and Community Forestry in the 
Department of Ecology, Evolution, and Natural 
Resources at the School of Environmental and 
Biological Sciences (SEBS) and Brian Clemson, 
University Landscape Architect.

Can you tell us why this is happening?
Grabosky:  Well, as things go, the trees are in 

a state of decline. The two elms have served as a 
backdrop for the SEBS commencement exercises 
on the lawn. They have been used in the past for 
teaching and class discussion, and in their current 
condition we can still have discussions of elder 
tree care and decline. However, there have been 
concerns about folks’ perception of safety given 
large dead branches in the remaining canopy. 
Folks are concerned about setting equipment or 
staging people in the drop zones of the trees. One 
might argue the trees are no longer serving their 
designed purpose as teaching examples of their 
species or framing the space in the lawn.

Ok, so the trees are coming down?
Clemson:  Well yes, but that is only part of 

the story. We are working to develop a long-range 
tree planting plan that is intended to address the 
inevitable loss of the large Red oak trees that line 
Lipman Drive and Red Oak Lane. As part of the 
recent tree planting effort, two Bur oak trees were 
planted near the existing declining elm trees.

We caught sight of new plantings in the 
adjacent Red Oak Lane.

Clemson: Yes, a total of 24 trees were planted 
in and around the Passion Puddle area this past 
fall. The trees were part of the Lipman Drive 
bus stop project and intended to replace six Red 
oak trees that were removed to accommodate 
the bus stop improvements. Additionally, some 
replacement trees have been planted in the area 
from other facilities projects. We view the area as 
an incredibly important space given the central 
campus location and the fact that our community 
events and graduation ceremonies occur in the 
space.

Grabosky: We’re working on replanting 
efforts to address the loss of trees in the area, 
specifically the Northern red oaks that are 
succumbing to Bacterial Leaf Scorch. Our goal 
is to begin canopy establishment before we need 
to remove the large trees, to enable a less jarring 
transition as the current trees leave the inventory. 
This year’s effort is only part of a longer plan, 
to manage the transition of the tree canopy on 
campus.

Why did you choose Bur oak as a replacement 
rather than the same elm species?

Clemson: We selected Bur oak because they 
are indigenous to the region, can be very long 
lived, averaging 200-300 years. At maturity, they 
can be massive, measuring 60′ to 80′ in height 
and of equal spread.

Grabosky: Some of these trees replace lost 
teaching specimens and the Bur oak trees are 
part of that plan. We are making species choices 
based on teaching and site needs. The students 
developed campus tree inventories across all New 

Brunswick campuses to retain a diversity and a 
balance in our tree population. These plantings, 
and the replacement of lost trees, can be seen as 
one of many steps to ensure a continued canopy 
presence on the Passion Puddle area. Students 
have been working with Rutgers Facilities over 
the past years. The Scarlet oak by Waller Hall 
(2023) and the various hickory species like those 
by Martin Hall (2019) were planted by students 
for Arbor Day celebrations.

When will all of this take place?
Clemson: A tree removal company is on-call 

to remove the trees when the best conditions 
present themselves for safe removal as early as 
possible in this spring semester. Part of my role is 
to coordinate with Rutgers grounds crew and try 
to provide a few days of advance notice before the 
trees are removed.

Grabosky: A small team of faculty and Rutgers 
Facilities staff is also finalizing plans for tree 
plantings that’s expected to result in more than 
300 trees being planted this spring semester on 
all campuses in New Brunswick, as well as on the 
Newark and Camden campuses. The trees range 
from small seedling stocks to 3-inch diameter 
trunk landscape trees. A group of students in the 
Forestry Club is working toward a “Tree Campus 
USA” designation, and we see this as part of their 
effort for a 2024 Arbor Day Celebration.

Any final thoughts on the replanting effort?
Clemson: Yes, replanting is an investment in 

our future. It works into our University Carbon 
Plan, our stormwater planning and ensures a 
special institutional space for students in future 
years.

Grabosky: I see this all as incredibly hopeful. 
Here we have Facilities and faculty working on a 
common purpose and vision for the future. While 
the loss of the elms is a sad event, the replanting 
and investments for establishing the future canopy 
before an inevitable loss is extremely hopeful. It 
is stewardship with a long view.

Rutgers Gardens Receives Generous Donation 
from Shake Shack North Brunswick

On January 11 2024, Shake Shack opened 
its North Brunswick location and designated 
$1 from every sandwich sold on opening day to 
support nearby Rutgers Gardens, the 180-acre 
botanic garden of Rutgers University.

Among the guests at the ribbon cutting 
were executive dean of the Rutgers School of 
Environmental and Biological Sciences (SEBS) 
Laura Lawson and director of Rutgers Gardens 
Lauren Errickson.

In her remarks, Executive Dean Lawson 
underscored the strong commitment Rutgers 

has made to the community as the land-grant 
university of New Jersey, serving residents 
statewide but with an especially strong presence 
in the New Brunswick/North Brunswick area.

Errickson welcomed the matching donation 
that brought the total support to Rutgers Gardens 
from this partnership to $3,280.

Rutgers Gardens grew from its humble origins 
as a 35.7-acre plot of land—known as Wolpert 
Farm—purchased on May 17, 1916 and intended 
as a functional education space for local farmers 
to learn about vegetable research and ornamental 

horticulture, a new industry trend at the turn of 
the century. It has grown to 180 acres and evolved 
over time from a research farm to a leading 
public garden in New Jersey and the region that 
today provides both educational opportunity and 
enjoyment for university students and the public.

The Gardens welcome tens of thousands of 
public visitors each year who enjoy time spent 
in green space, shop at the farmers’ market, 
and engage in educational programs, helping to 
connect the university to the local community.
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Skunk cabbage is generally 
considered our earliest 
blooming native wildflower.  
These flowers, which may 
appear in mid-February, are 
large and unique but not 
especially attractive. However, 
another rare (S3) native plant, 
broom crowberry (Corema 
conradii) may also come into 
full bloom in mid-February if 
there are several warm days in 
a row and continue blooming 
into March.

Corema is from the 
word coremal, coined by 
Harshberger in 1916 to refer 
to stunted, twisted, dwarfed 
trees and shrubs of the Pine 
Barrens. The species name 
conradii is from Solomon 
Conrad who first discovered 
the plant near Pemberton 
Mills, NJ in the year that he 
died. Unfortunately, the plant 
is no longer found at this 
site and its range has been 
drastically shrinking over the 

years.  Conservation efforts 
such as land preservation and 
prescribed burning should be 
taken immediately to save this 
plant while several locations 
still have genetically diverse 
populations. 

The common name broom 
crowberry is from the short, 
scrubby, twisted branches 
of the plant. Crowberry is 
presumably because crows eat 
the 3mm red, dry, fruit.  These 
fruits are presumed edible, but 
the website “Plants With A 
Future” lists its edibility as one, 
with five as the best. However, 
I have not found any reference 
that crows really like broom 
crowberry. Broom crowberry 
is sometimes confused with 
black crowberry, Empetrum 
nigrum, which is not found in 
NJ but is a favorite of birds, 
bears, and humans due to its 
moist, flavorful black berries. 
Black crowberry is common in 
Alaska, Canada, and northern 
areas of the lower 48 states.      

Broom crowberry is not 
for sale anywhere. It needs 
very special soil conditions to 

grow, its seedlings need fire to 
germinate, and its red flowers 
are minute but numerous.  
All together it is not a good 
candidate for your garden!  So 
why even mention the plant? 
Why indeed, if it is the first 
wildflower in the state, you can 
become inspired to redouble 
your efforts to have a vibrant 
wild garden which includes 
some unique Pine Barrens 
plants such as bearberry, 
wintergreen (Gaultheria 
procumbens), trailing arbutus, 
and sand myrtle, all of which 
are commercially available.   

Adult broom crowberry 
plants are not considered as 
tolerant of fire as is pitch 
pine. In fact, fires have been 
shown to kill 100% of the 
adult plants. However, fire 
stimulates seed germination, 
reduces competitors, and burn 
sites have shown numerous 
seedlings, for the first time, 
immediately after fires. 

Male and female flowers 
are borne on separate plants. 
This is a relatively uncommon 
condition in flowering plants 

and is only found in about 6% 
of plant species.  The small 
crowberry flowers are wind 
pollinated, and the profusion 
of flowers is spectacular 
if you stoop down to their 
level. If you bump into a male 
plant, you may be surprised 
by a colorful yellow cloud 
as numerous flowers release 
pollen simultaneously. The 
seeds have fleshy growths on 
their surface called eliasomes. 
Ants carry off the seeds and eat 
the irresistible eliasomes and 
then discard the seeds. Seed 
dispersal by ants is common 
in spring blooming plants and 
is termed myrmecochory. 

In NJ broom crowberry can 
be found in Bass River State 
Forest and on a military base; 
the exact locations are not 
given here to protect this rare 
plant. However, crowberry is 
found as a dominant cover 
plant in some areas of Cape 
Cod and Nantucket Island; 
you can visit it there! Overall, 
it is listed as G4 or globally 
uncommon.  The threats to 
broom crowberry are fire 

suppression, deer browsing, 
and human development.

Broom crowberry is a 
long-lived perennial. It can 
grow up to 18 inches tall, 
but most plants are under a 
foot. Propagation requires 
a sandy, acidic soil in full 
sun. Sow seeds as soon as 
they are ripe and allow for a 
natural over-wintering period. 
Mature cuttings of this year’s 
growth can also be taken in 
September. 

If you have patience, 
this neglected plant can be 
successfully cultivated as it 
was in the past. If you are 
looking for a long-term 
challenge, this could be for 
you.  

For photos and additional 
information see www.
awesomenativeplants.info.

What is Our Earliest Blooming Wildflower

Editor’s Note: Hubert Ling 
is Horticultural Co-Chair 
of the Native Plant Society 
of New Jersey. He can be 
reached at milhubling@
verizon.net.

By Hubert Ling

Remember Mike Meyers on 
the Saturday Night Live skit 
“Coffee Talk”? He did a great 
job impersonating his Mother-
in-Law.  That was funny but 
this is serious. 

Since my last article, the 
weather has been all over the 
place, thanks to Mother Nature. 
Yes, in the last few weeks 
we finally got a pretty good 
snow storm and cold weather 
as expected.  But then it was 
followed by about ten days of 
rain and warmer temperatures. 
A lot of the rain was a nagging 
mist that just wouldn’t go away.  
What effect might this have on 
your lawn going into the spring 
season? What do we have to 
look out for?

Throughout the years we 
either complain because we get 
too much rain and snow, or 
we suffer an extended drought. 
First of all, let’s deal with the 
snow. We had a good amount, 
more than last winter, but it 
did not linger on the grass for 
too long. If it did, we might 
have had some signs of snow 
mold killing grass. My bet is 
we had some snow in February, 
or we’ll have at least one 
more good snow storm before 
you read this article.  Large 

amounts of water can lead to 
soil erosion in winter months.  
The grass is not growing in 
winter, so it is not thickening 
up to help curb erosion. You 
might see some washouts on 
your lawn. Rake out the soil in 
eroded areas to create an even, 
loosened seed bed. Apply any 
soil amendments if necessary 
and re-seed these areas as 
soon as possible. Remember, 
spring seeding takes longer to 
germinate due to the cold, wet 
weather we usually experience.

We all know that worms are 
good for the soil. With a lot of 
this rain, you probably noticed 
more worms than usual on the 
sidewalk and driveway.  The 
ground was so wet that the 
worms needed to come to the 
surface to prevent themselves 

from drowning. The excessive 
water also helped to compact 
the soil, bringing more worms 
to the surface. If you have 
compacted soil, you should 
consider aerating the soil with 
a machine or try applying a 
soil food that can “loosen” the 
soil for better grass growth. 
Products that contain Calcium 
Sulfate Dihydrate (gypsum) 
help to do this job. With the 
snows we had, hopefully you did 
not apply too much ice melter, 
which can damage your lawn. 
If so, the “gypsum” product I 
mentioned above can also help 
to reduce and neutralize salts 
from the ice melter, leading to 
healthier grass growth.

This excessive amount 
of moisture over the winter 
months probably washed out 

some of the nutrients in the 
soil.  Fall fertilizer applications 
can be stored and released in 
the spring for an early “green-
up” on our lawn. This may not 
happen this year. In most states 
including New Jersey, you can 
start to apply lawn fertilizers 
in March. After raking up the 
winter debris of leaves and 
twigs on your lawn, you can 
apply limestone if needed, or 
your first spring fertilizer to get 
things growing. 

Should you apply lawn 
fertilizer this month and apply 
crabgrass controls later in 
spring? Was crabgrass a big 
problem in the last few years? 
Did you follow my tips on 
crabgrass control? Do not apply 
crabgrass controls too early in 
the spring. If soil temperatures 

have not reached 50 plus 
degrees, it’s too early to apply 
crabgrass controls for season-
long control.  How do you find 
out your soil temperature? Soil 
thermometers are available at 
many hardware and garden 
stores. Keep them at least 
five feet from your house’s 
foundation. Or you can go on 
your county extension service 
or university website for updates 
on soil temperatures.

So, did our favorite team 
win the Super Bowl? Did you 
like all of the commercials and 
the half-time show?  I think I 
ate too many Doritos!  I was 
pleased to hear that Allegiant 
Stadium in Las Vegas is a 
natural turfgrass field. Even 
though it is a “domed” stadium, 
it’s natural.  The dome can’t 
be closed all of the time or the 
grass would suffer.  Hurray for 
natural grass fields. Spring is 
right around the corner.

Editor’s Note: Todd Pretz is 
Vice President of Jonathan 
Green, a leading supplier of 
lawn and garden products 
in the northeast. For more 
information, please visit: 
www.jonathangreen.com

Can we talk?

Turf ‘s Up
By Todd Pretz

Professional Turf Consultant
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As weather patterns continue 
to change and there are more 
instances of flooding and 
inundation from significant 
rainfall, it will become more and 
more necessary to develop home 
landscape infrastructure to help 
capture and mitigate stormwater 
runoff and rainfall. The home 
garden can use many methods 
to capture rainfall including 
installing a rain garden.

There are many types of rain 
gardens that can be considered 
for the home garden. Typically, 
soil is excavated out of the 
garden, creating a depressed area 
that is below the existing grade 
on a property. Additionally, the 
surrounding soil can be graded, 
so when it rains the stormwater 
runoff is directed toward this 
depressed or sunken portion of 
the landscape. If this area is 
fairly large and has a reasonable 
depth, it can capture large 
amounts of precipitation during 
a rain event. This area will fill 
up with water and over time the 
accumulated water will slowly 
percolate into the surrounding 
soil, therefore significantly 
reducing stormwater runoff. For 
a rain garden to be successful, 
it should be planted with 
shrubs and perennials that can 
withstand being submerged 
for extended periods of time 
and can help to absorb excess 
moisture. 

Some great choices of 
perennials for the rain garden 
include several sedges including 

In addition to being a great 
landscape feature that captures 
water and mitigates stormwater, 
the rain garden adds considerable 
beauty to the garden and 
landscape. Additionally, the rain 
garden plays an important role 
filtering out pollutants from 
runoff from the garden.

Editor’s Note: Andrew 
Bunting is Vice President 
of Horticulture for the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society. He is one of the most 
recognized horticulturists in 
the Philadelphia, Pa., region 
and a highly regarded 
colleague in the world of 
professional horticulture. 
Bunting has amassed 
a plethora of awards, 
including the American 
Public Gardens Association 
Professional Citation, 
Chanticleer Scholarship in 
Professional Development, 
Delaware Center for 
Horticulture’s Marion 
Marsh Award, and the 
Certificate of Merit from the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society. In addition, 
Bunting has lectured 
extensively throughout 
North America and Europe, 
and participated in plant 
expeditions throughout Asia 
and Africa. Learn more at 
https://phsonline.org/team/
andrew-bunting

Installing Rain Gardens
Carex amphibola, C. comosa, 
C. emoryi, and C. stricta. Many 
ferns can take these periods where 
they are very wet, including 
the ostrich fern, Matteuccia 
struthiopteris; sensitive fern, 
Onoclea sensibilis; cinnamon 
fern, Osmunda cinnamomea 
and the royal fern, Osmunda 
regalis var. spectabilis. One of 
the most beautiful of all the rain 
garden perennials are the Joe-
pye weeds. These robust and 
stout plants are characterized 
by an abundance of dome-
shaped purple flowers in the late 
season. Eupatorium purpureum 
‘Gateway’ can reach 5-7’ feet 
tall and the new ‘Little Joe’ is 
a much more diminutive form. 
The cardinal flower, Lobelia 
cardinalis has bright, vibrant red 
flowers that are a magnet for 
the Ruby-throat Hummingbird. 
Other great flowering plants 
include the pink flowered 
turtle flower, Chelone lyonii 
‘Hot Lips;’ Hibiscus coccineus, 
which reaches nearly eight feet 
tall with stunning late summer 

red flowers, and the white, 
candelabra-like flowers of the 
culver’s root, Veronicastrum 
virginicum.

The habitat in the rain 
garden can be further developed 
by adding shrubs. There a 
several shrub-like hollies that 
make a great statement in the 
rain garden. In the wild, the 
winterberry, Ilex verticillate, 
grows on the edge of ponds and 
lakes making it a perfect plant 
for wet areas in the garden. This 
multi-stemmed shrub is covered 
in very ornamental berries from 
September to March. ‘Winter 
Red’ has an abundance of bright 
red fruits. ‘Winter Gold’ has 
an equal abundance of salmon-
orange fruits. ‘Maryland Beauty’ 
is a heavy-fruiting selection. For 
good fruit, its suggested that you 
also include a male pollinator 
such as ‘Southern Gentleman’ in 
the garden. The inkberry holly, 
Ilex glabra is a small to medium-
sized evergreen shrub that 
thrives in wet soils. The narrow, 
shiny, evergreen leaves are great 

in combination with other plants 
with ornamental winter stems 
and winter berries. ‘Shamrock’ is 
a more diminutive selection and 
Ilex glabra Strongox® is a new 
selection that is being promoted 
as a boxwood substitute. The 
native buttonbush, Cephalanthus 
occidentalis is another great 
shrub to consider. At maturity, 
it can reach up to ten feet tall. 
In mid-summer it is covered 
with an abundance of orb-like 
white flowers. Many of the 
native butterflies, including the 
swallowtails, are attracted to 
the flowers of the buttonbush. 
Many of the red-stemmed 
dogwoods are also excellent for 
winter interest and can thrive 
in rain garden conditions. One 
of the best is Cornus sericea 
‘Cardinal.’  ‘Cardinal’ has stems 
that reach up to seven feet tall. 
In the winter, the stems turn 
a brilliant pinkish-orange. The 
stems are often offset best with 
an evergreen backdrop, such as 
the inkberry holly or the white 
cedar, Chamaecyparis thyoides. 

Pennsylvania  
Horticultural Society

By Andrew Bunting
Vice President of Horticulture

focuses on coming together, and 
PHS is excited to be showing 
all of the ways that they build 
community with one another. 
From exhibits that show off the 
celebratory spaces that unite us, 
to offering a series of experiences 
that are best when done together, 
there is something for every 
visitor to share with their loved 
ones at the Flower Show,” stated 
PHS’s Creative Director and Vice 
President of the Flower Show, 
Seth Pearsoll. 

The “United by Flowers” 
celebration will be a 2024 
moment in time when hundreds 
of thousands from the region, 
East Coast, and the world share 
in a week-long magnification 
of the transformative power of 

gardening.
The PHS Entrance Garden 

at the Flower Show promises 
to captivate with its innovative 
use of water as an artistic 
medium. Boasting the Show’s 
largest-ever created body of 
water, this glass-like centerpiece 
will showcase vibrant floral 
sculptures emerging gracefully, 
while a colossal aerial floral 
sculpture reflects enchanting 
colors. Seamlessly connecting 
water to sky, the garden will offer 
a modern, refreshing vibe with 
bold angles and a kaleidoscope 
of colors, evoking a serene 
tropical sunset. The garden will 
be adorned with suspended 
floral clouds and petals. This 
oasis invites contemplation, and 

promises to be a polished, vibrant 
blend of artistry and nature.

“United by Flowers” will also 
celebrate the love of gardening, 
flowers, and plants, and it 
promises to show the impact they 
make on our lives all year round. 

New this year, the Show will 
host a re-imagined gardening 
speaker series on various topics up 
to four times a day. Presentation 
topics include garden design, 
vegetable gardening, native 
plants, container gardening, 
shade gardening, rock gardening, 
houseplants, and information on 
PHS programs. Whether you are 
“plant-curious” or a professional, 
learn something new and walk 
away with practical takeaways 
from acclaimed experts! Free 

with admission.
Also new this year, the 

Show will offer a Behind the 
Blooms Tour to go deeper into 
the realm of horticulture at the 
Flower Show. These tours are 
led by acclaimed horticulturists 
and event professionals who 
will share a broad spectrum of 
knowledge in both horticulture 
and event production to unravel 
the mystery of how these exhibits 
bud and bloom to life. Behind 
the Blooms Tours will be offered 
Monday through Friday with 
limited availability (1 group of 15 
people per day). Tours will run 
8am – 10am. Purchase required.

Each visitor who purchases 
a Show ticket, attends a Show 
special event, or becomes a PHS 

member, contributes to PHS 
advancing health and well-being 
through gardening. Through 
planting trees, supporting 
neighborhood greening, 
improving access to fresh food 
through community gardens, 
providing job training, managing 
public gardens, and connecting 
people with horticulture, PHS 
helps improve quality of life for 
all in the region.

You can also experience 
exotic butterfly species never 
seen before in the vibrant color 
palette of “United by Flowers!” 
Spend time with these beautiful 
pollinators while enjoying a 
serene environment surrounded 
by flowering plants. This is 
an all-ages (Cont. on Page 16)

North America’s Largest and 
Longest-Running Horticultural Event

(Continued from page 1)



GardenerNews.comGardenerNews.com March 2024  11March 2024  11

Read The Gardener NewsGardener News  Online 
GardenerNews.com

18 Hamilton Rd., Hillsborough, NJ 08844 
(908) 359-4652 • CentralJerseyNurseries.com

GARDEN CENTER
HARDWARE

LANDSCAPE MATERIALS
NURSERY STOCK

POWER EQUIPMENT

Espoma. A natural in the garden since 1929. 

Watch your garden bloom and grow with all natural 
soil mixes and fertilizers from Espoma Organic®, 
the leader in organic gardening for over 90 years.

www.espoma.com

the #1 brand in organic gardening

601 Union Ave. Middlesex, NJAll Grown in our Family Owned Greenhouse since 1946

We Open for the Season
on March 14, 2024 



GardenerNews.comGardenerNews.com12  March 202412  March 2024

Agricultural Happenings in   Atlantic City, New Jersey
The 109th State Agricultural Convention, and 

the 12th year of co-locating the annual Convention 
with the Vegetable Growers Association of New 
Jersey, took place at Harrah’s Resort & Waterfront 
Conference Center in Atlantic City, NJ.

2024 also marked the ninth year the Rutgers 
New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station 
joined the Convention. 

The partnership brings together New Jersey’s 
agricultural community in order to maximize 
the educational and policy-making opportunities 
of each gathering as well as to reduce costs. 
This partnership offered more opportunities for 
delegates and guests to learn about issues and 
the latest technologies, agricultural practices and 
opportunities throughout the industry.

A co-located convention stems from the desire 
to innovate and build upon what works best for 
agriculture.

The trade show and educational sessions opened 
on Tuesday, February 6. The State Agricultural 
Convention opened with its regular business 
session on Wednesday, February 7 and continued 
on Thursday, February 8, 2024. 

Tom Castronovo/Photo
New Jersey Department of Agriculture State Board meeting during the 
2024 Annual State Agricultural Convention.

Tom Castronovo/Photo
Entrance sign leading into the 2024 Annual State Agricultural Convention 
and the Vegetable Growers Association of New Jersey Trade Show at 
Harrah’s Resort and Waterfront Conference Center in Atlantic City, NJ.

Tom Castronovo/Photo
N.J. Assistant Secretary of Agriculture Joe Atchison III officially opening the 2024 Annual State Agricultural Convention.

Tom Castronovo/Photo
N.J. Department of Agriculture Food & Nutrition 
Director Rose Chamberlain addressed the delegates 
during the 2024 Annual State Agricultural 
Convention about the importance of having 
nutritious food available in all N.J. schools.
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Agricultural Happenings in   Atlantic City, New Jersey

Tom Castronovo/Photo
N.J. State Board of Agriculture members, New Jersey Assembly Committee members, and USDA New Jersey Farm Service Agency 
committee members met up during the joint convention. From left to right: N.J. State Board of Agriculture member and USDA New 
Jersey Farm Service Agency committee member Stephen Lee IV; N.J. Assembly Commerce, Economic Development and Agriculture 
Committee member Assemblyman David Baily, Jr.; N.J. Commerce, Economic Development and Assembly Agriculture Committee 
member Assemblywoman Andrea Katz; USDA New Jersey Farm Service Agency committee member Rajesh Sinha; N.J. Assembly 
Commerce, Economic Development and Agriculture Committee Chair William Spearman; N.J. Assistant Secretary of Agriculture 
Joe Atchison, III; N.J. Assembly Commerce, Economic Development and Agriculture Committee member Assemblywoman Carmen 
Morales; N.J. Assembly Commerce, Economic Development and Agriculture Committee member Assemblywomen Heather Simmons; 
and N.J. State Board of Agriculture member David DeFrange.

N.J. Assembly Commerce, 
Economic Development and 
Agriculture Committee Chair 
William Spearman in the N.J. 
Department of Agriculture 
booth at the Vegetable Growers 
Association of New Jersey 
Trade Show. Established 
in 1984, by the New Jersey 
Department of Agriculture, 
the “Jersey Fresh” logo was 
designed to inform consumers 
which fruits and vegetables 
were grown in the Garden 
State. The State’s farmers 
grow more than 100 different 
varieties of fruits, vegetables 
and herbs and is ranked 
nationally in the top 10 as 
producer of such items as 
blueberries, peaches, bell 
peppers, squash, tomatoes 
and cranberries. 

USDA Farm Service Agency 
State Executive Director 
Bob Andrzejczak, left, and 
Joel Viereck, President 
of the Vegetable Growers 
Association of New Jersey 
at the Vegetable Growers 
Association of New Jersey 
Trade Show. The USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) is 
equitably serving all farmers, 
ranchers, and agricultural 
partners through the 
delivery of effective, efficient 
agricultural programs for all 
Americans. The Vegetable 
Growers Association of 
New Jersey promotes and 
encourages improvements 
in the production and 
marketing of all phases of 
the vegetable industry in the 
Garden State.Tom Castronovo/Photo Tom Castronovo/Photo
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How Might Tomatoes 
Provide Health Benefits?

Scientists at U.S. the Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural 
Research Service (ARS) and The Ohio State University (OSU) have 
been working to investigate how tomatoes may be imparting health 
benefits in a recently published study.

Studies in animals have shown that incorporating tomatoes into 
the diet can reduce the prevalence of chronic illnesses like prostate and 
liver cancer. It has been thought that compounds naturally produced 
by tomatoes are responsible for these effects. After absorption from a 
meal, many of the chemical compounds found in tomato fruits travel 
to the liver, where they are metabolized. Some compounds remain for 
some time, while others are quickly removed from the body.

Meanwhile, in the liver or other tissues, some of these compounds 
can alter gene expression in ways associated with positive health 
benefits. Researchers in the past have largely focused on lycopene, 
a pigment that gives tomatoes their red color. However, tomatoes 
produce thousands of compounds, and it has been shown that tomato 
consumption offers more benefits than lycopene alone. A “big picture” 
view was missing.

“We know that eating tomatoes is associated with a number of health 
benefits, and our study intended to dive deeper into what happens when 
you eat tomatoes from the standpoint of what is absorbed and how 
gene expression is altered,” said Michael Dzakovich Ph.D., a scientist 
with USDA-ARS Children’s Nutrition Research Center. “Rather than 
focusing only on one compound, we utilized a technology called 
metabolomics to broadly profile how hundreds of chemical compounds 
were changing in the liver as a result of tomato consumption. We also 
used transcriptomics to measure how all the detectable genes in the 
liver were changing at the same time. This approach gave us valuable 
insight into the potential mechanisms by which tomato consumption 
affects the liver and potentially the whole body.”

Scientists tested liver tissue from mice that were fed control diets 
or control diets enriched with tomato to determine what tomato 
compounds were found in the liver and how gene expression changed. 
Tomato-fed mice were given one of two diets with the addition of 
commercial orange and red tomato varieties. Since not all tomato 
varieties are chemically identical, using multiple varieties allowed for a 
more comprehensive examination of how tomato consumption affects 
the liver in general.

“We discovered a series of metabolites [molecules produced by 
metabolism] that have never been reported in the liver. Several of 
these compounds have been found in blood, skin, and urine, but our 
data show that these molecules are more extensively metabolized than 
we realized,” stated Dzakovich. The metabolites are from steroidal 
alkaloids uniquely produced in tomatoes.

“Steroidal alkaloids have been shown in both in vitro [in the 
laboratory] and animal studies to lower the absorption of cholesterol, 
reduce cancer cell proliferation, and reduce muscle atrophy. They also 
resemble many important signaling molecules made by the body. It 
seems reasonable to hypothesize they might be a part of a suite of 
compounds found in tomatoes that benefit human health.”

In addition, scientists observed that regardless of the tomato variety, 
there was an increase in the activation of genes related to xenobiotic 
metabolism, a series of biological processes that help our body detoxify 
itself. This led the authors to hypothesize that one way in which 
tomatoes may be benefiting human health is in their ability to promote 
production of the enzymes that allow excretion of potentially toxic 
compounds. Similar gene expression profiles have been associated with 
the prevention of cancer development because of consuming vegetables 
like brassicas (for example, broccoli).

Michael Dzakovich initiated this study during his Ph.D. program 
in the laboratory of Jessica Cooperstone Ph.D. at The Ohio State 
University in collaboration with Mallory Goggans MS, Jennifer 
Thomas-Ahner Ph.D., Nancy Moran Ph.D., Steven Clinton MD Ph.D., 
and David Francis Ph.D. More details about this study can be found in 
Molecular Nutrition and Food Research.

The Agricultural Research Service is the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s chief scientific in-house research agency. Daily, ARS 
focuses on solutions to agricultural problems affecting America. Each 
dollar invested in U.S. agricultural research results in $20 of economic 
impact.

In the Chef’s Corner
By Andy Lagana

Chef

Stuffed Pork Porchetta with 
Apple Fennel Salad 

Hello Gardener News 
readers. This month, I’m 
sharing a delicious recipe 
that has been in my family 
for generations.  Stuffed 
Pork Porchetta is a savory, 
fatty and moist boneless pork 
roast from Italy. Although it’s 
enjoyed all over the country, 
porchetta has historically 
been associated with the 
central area of Italy, with the 
regions of Lazio, Abruzzo, 
and Umbria each laying 
claim to this glorious dish. 

The ingredients needed 
are a skin-on pork belly 
(8 – 10 lbs.), 2 lbs. chorizo 
sausage, 2 oz. favorite steak 
rub, ¼ cup minced garlic, ¼ 
diced shallot, ¼ diced fennel 
bulb, the zest of 4 lemons, 1 
cup grated parmesan cheese, 
6 oz. prosciutto and ¼ cup 
kosher salt. 

To start, prep the skin 
on the pork belly by cross 
hatching the skin side with 
a sharp knife. This will 
help render fat and crisp up 
the skin during cooking. 
Butterfly the pork belly so 
that it opens like a book. 
This will double its area, 
allowing for more stuffing. 
With the skin side of the 
pork belly down, season 
its inside generously with 
Gaucho Steakhouse Rub.

Next, brown the chorizo 
in a cast iron skillet. Spread 
the cooled chorizo over the 
inside of the butterflied 
pork belly. Add minced 
garlic, diced shallot, diced 
fennel bulb, lemon zest and 
parmesan evenly over the 
chorizo layer. Separate the 
prosciutto and layer it over 
the inside of the pork belly.

Now it’s time to roll!  
Starting from the inside 
portion of the butterflied 

pork belly (no skin), roll it 
very tightly. When finished, 
the skin should be on the 
outside with a spiral of meat 
and stuffing inside. Cut a few 
lengths of butcher’s twine 
and truss the porchetta. It’s 
best to start in the middle 
and work your way out. The 
goal is to have a uniform log, 
as it will cook more evenly.

Place the porchetta on a 
wire lined baking sheet. Coat 
with all the kosher salt, but 
don’t worry about sodium 
- we’ll be brushing the salt 
off later. Place the salted 
porchetta in the refrigerator, 
uncovered, for 12-24 hours. 
The salt will draw out 
moisture in the skin, making 
it crispier at the end. 

After the dry brine is 
complete, pre-heat your 
cooker to 350° degrees 
and brush the excess salt 
off the porchetta. Cook 
indirectly for approximately 
three hours. The final 
internal temperature to aim 
for is 180° degrees. This 
temperature will result in 
very tender meat. If you 
have the heat any higher, 
you’ll end up with pulled 
porchetta. Allow it to rest for 
an hour, covered, then slice 
and enjoy! I recommend you 
serve the porchetta with a 
nice chimichurri sauce.

As a side dish, an Apple 
Fennel Salad is a perfect 
accompaniment. Gather 3 
tbsp. lemon juice, ¼ cup extra 
virgin olive oil (EVOO), 1 
fennel bulb, 3 granny smith 
apples, 3 celery stalks, ½ cup 
honey roasted walnuts and 
¼ cup shaved Parmigiano 
Reggiano. 

In a mason jar, combine 
the freshly squeezed lemon 
juice and EVOO. Add salt 

and pepper to taste (I use 
1/2 teaspoon salt and 1/4 
teaspoon pepper). Put the lid 
on and shake to combine 
until dressing is emulsified. 
Add and taste to adjust salt/
pepper/lemon as needed. (If 
your lemon isn’t super ripe, 
you might want a bit more 
juice).

Using a mandolin slicer, 
thinly slice the fennel bulb. 
Cut the apples in half and 
then halve them again. 
Remove the core and then 
thinly slice all the apples 
on the mandolin slicer. Also, 
you’ll want to thinly slice the 
celery on the slicer. Add the 
fennel, apple, and celery to a 
large bowl, then gently toss 
the salad with the dressing. 
Right before serving, add the 
roasted walnuts and freshly 
shaved/grated Parmigiano 
Reggiano. 

With regard to wine 
pairings, I have a couple of 
favorites in mind. This dish 
needs a wine with enough 
structure to stand up to its 
rich flavors. Barbera, an 
Italian red wine known for its 
high acidity and low tannins, 
would be a fantastic pairing. 
The wine’s bright cherry 
and plum flavors, along 
with its underlying savory 
notes, would complement the 
porchetta, while its acidity 
would help balance the dish’s 
heaviness. 

Chianti Classico, another 
Italian red, would also 
pair well with porchetta. 
Made primarily from the 
Sangiovese grape, this 
wine is known for its tart 
cherry flavor, earthy notes, 
and firm tannins. These 
characteristics would provide 
a nice contrast to the richness 
of the porchetta. Enjoy!

Editor’s Note: Andy Lagana is a Chef at Crystal Springs Resort in Hamburg, Sussex 
County, N.J. For more information on its culinary program, visit www.CSResort.com.
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The NJLCA Today
By Gail Woolcott

Executive Director
Editor’s Note: Gail Woolcott 
is the Executive Director for 
the New Jersey Landscape 
Contractors Association. 
Gail received the New York 
State Turf & Landscape 
Association 2022 “Person 
of the Year” award on 
December 1, 2022. Gail also 
received a proclamation 
from the Westchester 
County, New York Board 
of Legislators proclaiming 
December 1, 2022 as 
“Gail Woolcott Day” in 
Westchester County. Gail 
has also been presented 
with a community service 
award from the Borough of 
Fairview, New Jersey for 
her assistance in leading 
the 9-11 Memorial Park 
project and the Legislative 
Champion of the Year 
award from the Federation 
of Employers and Workers 
of America. She can be 
reached at 201-703-3600 
or by emailing gwoolcott@
njlca.org.

Last month I talked about 
education and trade shows, which 
are a major part of the New 
Jersey Landscape Contractors 
Association (NJLCA). The other, 
and one of the most valuable 
benefits of membership, is the 
community of like-minded 
professionals who are able to 
interact and commiserate with, 
as well as learn from, each other. 

Most of our events are 
educational in nature. The NJLCA 
is here to help professionalize, 
inspire, and educate after all. But 
we hold several other events that 
are all about relaxation, fun and 
spending time together.

Events like these make our 
membership feel more like a 
family. Everyone exchanging 
work stories and talking about 
their families, pets, trucks, 
whatever they like. No pressure, 
all fun! And they are just as 
important as educational events, 
as they allow time to decompress, 
laugh and not feel so alone in a 
world of driving hard every day. 
This time of year is certainly the 
most stressful and filled with 
long days. It is wonderful to have 
somewhere to relax and let it all 
out! 

Just recently we held a 
hardscape roundtable. The 
information shared at that 
one event was so valuable, it 

March is for Making Connections
was worth an entire year of 
dues in my eyes. Plus joking 
around with people who truly 
understand what you face day-
to-day.  Discussion topics ranged 
from software, what should and 
should NOT be included on a 
contract, how to come up with 
hourly rates taking into account 
the overhead (and yes, everyone’s 
number is different), company 
culture, teamwork, building 
your systems, working towards 
empowering employees, and 
more.  The minds around that 
table were brilliant, each in their 
own way, and the discussions 
were tremendously insightful.

Coming up later this month, 
we are holding our annual pizza 
night. This event has been 
officially named the NJLCA 
Tony DeFeo Annual Pizza Night. 
Tony DeFeo, a past president and 
still active member, has been 
coordinating pizza night since 

the 80’s, when it was just $5 
to attend.  Tony meticulously 
plans out the event each year, 
making sure that everyone walks 
away with a prize (most of the 
time, two). It’s a night of veggie 
platters, pizza, beer, soda and 
dessert.  It’s a “Come as you 
are, as long as you’re a member, 
and bring your significant other” 
event.  No dressing up required, 
just a smile and some clothes. At 
this event in particular, we see 
veteran members who have been 
in the industry for 50 plus years, 
along with those who have just 
started out in the industry, and 
everything in between.  This is 
a great night with a lot of laughs, 
swapping prizes, swapping 
stories, and a way to unwind. 

We always say that the best 
values of membership are the 
relationships you can make and 
how much you can learn from 
each other…. those who have 

come before you and those who 
are up and coming. Everyone 
can help each other, and our 
members do so in spades. Yes, 
we all have the same clients we 
are going after, but at the end of 
the day, we are professionals and 
there is always another landscape. 
Our members recognize this and 
share so much with each other at 
these events.

Coming up this year, we are 
planning on adding a few more 
social events for our members…
can you say trap shooting, axe 
throwing, barbecuing and more?  
Looking forward to an exciting 
year ahead! We also will be 
hosting our member meetings 
as always, continuing to educate 
the landscape, hardscape, and 
horticultural universe (in NJ of 
course!). So always stay tuned 
to our social media and website 
(which, by the way, is getting a 
major overhaul)!

Next month, I look forward 
to giving you a wrap-up of our 
winter event, Landscape New 
Jersey. This is by far our biggest 
event of the year, and I do hope 
we saw you all there!

activity, perfect for both kids and 
kids at heart! Purchase required.

Back by popular demand, 
Bloom Bar provides a walk-up 
experience offering guests the 
opportunity to purchase pre-
assembled, fresh floral crowns 
in the heart of the Show floor. 
These gorgeous, wearable pieces 
of floral art offer a beautiful way 
for guests to grab, go, and wear – 
showing off their floral best. 

You can also learn the 
tricks of the trade at energetic 
container gardening workshops 
hosted by designer Tu Bloom, 
The Official Botanical Artist of 
the Grammy® Awards. These 
parties are engaging for all, and 
end with you taking home your 
very own creation for lasting 
floral beauty. Purchase required.

The Show’s shopping paradise 
will return featuring nearly 200 
vendors ranging in categories 
from decorative garden decor, 

garden tools, apparel, live plants, 
home décor, and more.

With week-long programming 
like Flowers After Hours and 
Fido Friday, plus free education 
sessions featuring floral and 
gardening experts, this gathering 
of all levels of gardeners and 
“flower flirts” delights in the 
traditions and connections 
that are made each year across 
a vast network of interests, 
backgrounds, and experience.

Outside of the Show floor 
space, there are even more 
activities and special happenings 
to delight guests! The concourse 
walkway will feature various 
sponsors with giveaways 
throughout the day, as well as 
our newly re-imagined gardening 
speaker series – “Know to Grow” 
– with sessions happening up to 
four times a day. 

The Bloom City area, located 
in the Grand Concourse of the 

convention center, will feature 
curated Philadelphia-area 
vendors with even more shopping 
opportunities. The Kids Cocoon 
area offers daily kid-friendly 
programming – all free.

The PHS Philadelphia Flower 
Show is the nation’s largest, 
and the world’s longest-running 
horticultural event and features 
stunning displays by some of 
the world’s premier floral and 
landscape designers. Started 
in 1829 by the Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society, the 
Show introduces diverse and 
sustainable plant varieties and 
garden and design concepts. 
In addition to acres of garden 
displays, the Flower Show hosts 
world-renowned competitions 
in horticulture and artistic 
floral arranging, gardening 
presentations and demonstrations, 
and special events.

The Pennsylvania 

Horticultural Society (PHS), 
an internationally recognized 
nonprofit organization founded in 
1827, uses horticulture to advance 
the health and well-being of the 
Greater Philadelphia region. 
PHS programs create healthier 
living environments, increase 
access to fresh food, expand 
access to jobs and economic 
opportunity, and strengthen 
deeper social connections 
between people. PHS’s work 
spans 250 neighborhoods; an 
expansive network of public 
gardens and landscapes; year-
round learning experiences; and 
the nation’s signature gardening 
event, the Philadelphia Flower 
Show. PHS provides everyone 
with opportunities to garden for 
the greater good as a participant, 
member, donor, or volunteer. 

If you are planning to go, the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center 
is located on 1101 Arch Street in 

Philadelphia. 2024 Philadelphia 
Flower Show tickets are available 
at https://tickets.phsonline.org/
events

I hope to see you at the Show.

North America’s Largest and 
Longest-Running Horticultural Event

(Continued from page 10)

Editor’s Note: Tom 
Castronovo is executive 
editor and publisher of 
Gardener News. Tom’s 
lifelong interest in gardening 
and passion for agriculture, 
environmental stewardship, 
gardening, and landscaping, 
led to the founding of the 
Gardener News, which 
germinated in April 2003 and 
continues to bloom today. He 
is also dedicated to providing 
inspiration and education to 
the agricultural, gardening, 
landscaping, nursery, and 
outdoor living communities 
through this newspaper and  
GardenerNews.com.
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I recently attended a winter 
meeting / trade show for 
commercial fruit and vegetable 
growers in the Mid-Atlantic 
states. It is always nice to touch 
base with some of our vendors 
as well as fellow growers.  There 
are always plenty of educational 
sessions geared toward certain 
crops or specific issues that are 
affecting the industry.  

In the trade show areas, 
there were a myriad of vendors 
selling their wares. These 
included all of the usual items 
such as seeds, fertilizers, 
packaging materials, fruit trees 
and other supplies. This year, 
there was one new item that 
really stood out to me, and was 
something I had never seen 
offered before at this particular 
trade show.  And now that I 
have built this up, you will 
probably be underwhelmed, 
but that item was a drone.

But this drone wasn’t 
one of the ones that you see 
hobbyists flying around that 
takes pictures and video.  This 
was a full-on working drone 
that was outfitted for use as a 
sprayer. It measured at least six 
feet across and had a propeller 
mounted on each of its four 
corners. It had a set of nozzles 

The Town Farmer
By Peter Melick

Agricultural Producer

Editor’s Note: Peter Melick 
is co-owner of Melick’s 
Town Farm in Oldwick and a 
10th-generation New Jersey 
farmer. Peter is a member 
of the Tewksbury Township 
Committee, Hunterdon 
County, NJ. He also served 
as a director for the New 
Jersey Farm Bureau and 
is a past president of the 
New Jersey State Board of 
Agriculture. Peter has also 
been featured on NJN, News 
12 New Jersey and on the 
Fox Business Network.

New Technology
as well as a ten-and-a-half-
gallon tank for the spraying 
solution. It was powered by 
rechargeable electric batteries. 
It kind of reminded me of some 
of the military drones that I 
have seen footage of on the 
news.

I was initially skeptical (and 
still am, for that matter) of 
this drone’s capabilities. But 
the salesman went through all 
of the pluses and minuses with 
me and to be honest, I was very 
impressed by how far along 
this new technology has come 
in such a short amount of time.  
First of all, the size and scale of 
this drone was very impressive.  
I had never seen one this big up 
close before and it looked to be 
solidly built and very durable. 
Secondly, the advertised 

capabilities of this drone were 
nothing to sneeze at. While 
it does not currently have the 
capacity and performance 
that ground driven sprayers 
have, it is not so far off that 
it is completely outside of the 
discussion either. And finally, 
the price was quite a lot less 
than I suspected as well. While 
a price of $35,000 seems like, 
and is, a lot of money, so is the 
cost of a tractor and sprayer. 
I fully expected that the price 
for a unit that looked like it 
belonged in a science fiction 
movie would be quite a lot 
higher. 

In spite of all that, I am not 
ready to sell our tractors and 
sprayers just yet.  As impressive 
looking as it was, I still have 
a lot of unanswered questions 

about how it will perform out 
in the real world. When we 
spray our fruit trees with our 
traditional tractor and sprayer, 
we usually apply fifty gallons 
of spray solution per acre. And 
with a five-hundred-gallon 
tank, these sprayers can cover 
ten acres in approximately 
an hour.  While the spraying 
time with the drone would be 
almost the same, because of 
the much smaller tank size, we 
would only be able to apply ten 
gallons of spray solution per 
acre.  And because there is so 
much foliage in an acre of fruit 
trees, I am concerned that the 
ten gallons per acre rate would 
not be enough to offer adequate 
protection. 

Another area of concern has 
to do with long-term reliability. 

When I go out to spray a block 
of apples or peaches, there is a 
very high likelihood that I will 
not totally wreck our tractor 
and sprayer.  But with a drone, 
flying at treetop level, around 
hedgerows and in different 
types of weather, I worry 
about a minor brush with a 
tree turning into a catastrophe.  
And although I have not seen 
it in action yet, it looks rather 
heavy and did not appear to be 
outfitted with a parachute!  But 
we shall see. The salesman has 
offered to bring it out and do an 
on-farm demonstration some 
time this summer. Stay tuned!

in reference to the musky sweet 
floral fragrance.  The genus name 
was properly published in 1754 by 
Philip Miller (1691-1771) while the 
common name of Grape Hyacinth 
was inspired by the resemblance 
of the open flowers to a cluster of 
grapes!

The species that has dominated 
the trade is Muscari armeniacum. 
Native from Greece and Turkey, 
east to the Caucasus, the species 
name alludes to Armenia, yet 
another native region. It was 
authored in 1878 by the English 
botanist John Gilbert Baker (1834-
1920). The bulbs produce flat and 
fleshy foliage, 8-12” long by ¼” 
wide. The somewhat floppy foliage 
begins to appear in late October 
and remains throughout the winter 
into June.  In mid-March, each 
bulb produces 1-3 floral spikes or 
racemes that appear from the base 

of the foliage and elongate to 6” tall.  
The upper 2-3” of the floral stem or 
peduncle is densely covered by 
20-40 violet blue, balloon shaped 
flowers that slowly open from the 
base upwards. The uppermost 
buds are smaller and sterile with 
a somewhat lighter color.  These 
sterile buds retain their color 
throughout the month-long bloom 
period and their ‘mission’ is to 
attract pollinators. This species 
also has several light blue-flowered 
selections that are very admirable 
including ‘Valerie Finnis’ and the 
recently introduced ‘Peppermint.’   

Another ‘new’ species has 
appeared in the marketplace 
for gardeners that is often and 
incorrectly listed as Muscari 
paradoxum. Its correct name is 
Bellevalia pycnantha. Bellevalia 
was first published in 1808 by 
the French naturalist Philippe 

Picot de Lapeyrouse (1744-1818) 
and celebrates the French botanist 
Pierre Richer de Belleval (1564-
1632). Bellevalia pycnantha is 
native from Eastern Turkey into 
Georgia, with each bulb producing 
several floral racemes and three 
lance-like leaves growing to 10-12” 
tall by 1” wide.  The showy deep 
purple flowers reach heights of 
8-10” with each raceme displaying 
35-60+ tightly packed florets. Their 
tightly packed nature inspired the 
species epithet of pycnantha, which 
comes from the Greek Pycnos for 
crowded and Anthos for flower. 
Unlike Muscari, these florets are 
bell-shaped rather than balloon-
shaped and may have been the 
inspiration for the species name 
of paradoxum, which botanically 
speaking means puzzling. The dark 
purple, almost black florets are 
definitely worth a close inspection 

Morris County Park 
Commission
By Bruce Crawford

Horticultural Manager

Some plants develop a love/hate 
relationship with gardeners. Not to 
be misunderstood, they are very 
deserving garden plants! However, 
after years of planting we lose 
interest and fail to notice any new 
and interesting selections. 

For me Grape Hyacinth, 
botanically known as Muscari 
typifies such a plant. Each year 
I would devotedly read bulb 
catalogues and always jump over 
Muscari. It wasn’t until the past 
few years when I suddenly noticed 
some exciting new selections that 
are more than garden worthy! 

Unlike many plants we call 
bulbs, Muscari species grow 
from a true bulb composed of 
modified leaves, as compared to 
modified stems for corms and 
rhizomes. They were originally 
placed under the Hyacinthaceae or 
Hyacinth Family but are currently 
in the Asparagaceae or Asparagus 
Family. There are presently 79 
species native to Southwestern 
Asia, Northern Africa and Southern 
Europe.  The French botanist 
and gardener Charles de l’Ecluse, 
better known as Carolus Clusius 
(1526-1609) is believed to be the 
first to assign the name Muscari 
and describe a plant in 1583. The 
genus most likely comes from 
the Greek Muskhos for ‘musk’ 

Grape Hyacinths – Time for a Fresh Look

Editor’s Note: Bruce 
Crawford is a lover of plants 
since birth, is the Manager of 
Horticulture for the Morris 
County Parks Commission, 
and a Past President of 
the Garden State Gardens 
Consortium. He can be 
reached at BCrawford@
morrisparks.net

since the tips of the tepals and the 
anthers within are a beautiful and 
contrasting light yellow.  The dark 
flowers also provide great visual 
depth for the garden.

All species of Grape Hyacinth 
enjoy full sun or dappled shade 
in well-drained soils. Bulbs are 
pH adaptable, but flourish best in 
neutral or slightly alkaline soils. 
All are hardy in zones 5-8.

Without question, some plants 
conjure up thoughts of merely one 
species and we fail to investigate 
whether any new choices are 
available to enhance our garden. 
With several new selections and 
even genera available for gardeners, 
plants falling under the heading of 
Grape Hyacinth are providing a 
fresh new palette of colors.  Indeed, 
it is time to give these bulbs a fresh 
new look this fall when planning 
your spring garden!
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host our TCC on June 8th at 
Cadwalader Park in Trenton. At 
this competition we will crown 
our New Jersey champion, who 
will represent New Jersey at 
the International Tree Climbing 
Championship or ITCC to be held 
this year in Atlanta in October. 
    These competitions are 
comprised of five preliminary 
events; aerial rescue, work 
climb, open ascent, throw line, 
and belayed speed climb. After 
completing all five qualifying 
events, the scores for each 
climber are tallied. The top 
five or six preliminary event 
point winners advance to a 
Masters’ Challenge, which 
determines the champion. The 
Masters’ climb is in a large 
tree and the climbers are scored 
in four specific tasks set aloft. 
The group is given a pre-climb 

tour of the objectives in the 
tree, allowing the climbers to 
formulate their plan. One by 
one, the climbers are released 
to perform their climb, after 
which they may watch those 
yet to go. Typically, the time 
allowed for a Masters’ challenge 
is 30 to 40 minutes. The time 
starts as the climber enters the 
ring with all necessary gear and 
stops either at completion or 
the pre-determined time limit. 
To successfully complete this 
event, the climber sets their line, 
completes the tasks, and retrieves 
all gear out of the tree within the 
time limit. A LOFTY GOAL! 
   At tree climbing competitions, 
competitors are typically at or 
near their physical prime. The 
older non-competing people 
usually set up the course of 
events, judge, time, and score 

the competitors. I personally 
helped at five climbing events 
last year. An exception to this 
is the Legend of the Geezers 
competition held at Camp WeWa 
in Apopka, Florida, January 
20-22, 2024. The minimum age 
to compete is 40. The oldest 
competitor this year was 77! 
It was started 22 years ago by 
a group of arborists, with its 
primary objective being to train 
the younger arborists on how 
to run and judge a climbing 
competition. YEAH! It’s my 
time to play at Geezers. I’ve 
been attending this event for the 
last nine years.  It’s an incredible 
event, at an incredible site, with 
incredible people! We make a 
family vacation of it to ensure 
I have a cheering squad. My 
daughter, Hannah, has always 
cheered me on at climbing 

Tree Notes
By Bert Kuhn

NJ Licensed Tree Expert (LTE) 
Licensed Tree Care Operator (LTCO)

Editor’s Note: Bert Kuhn is 
President of the New Jersey 
Chapter of the International 
Society of Arboriculture and 
CO/Owner of Action Tree 
Service (# NJTC768009), 
based out of Watchung, NJ. 
He can be reached at 908-
756-4100

Why was I so drawn to a 
career in tree care? Working 
outdoors amongst constantly 
changing scenarios, the limitless 
knowledge to grasp, rising to 
physical and mental challenges, 
the reliance upon others for 
success, along with the high 
level of accountability remain 
motivating factors. Climbing 
remains the pinnacle of my 
passion of working in trees. 
   Entering my 46th year working 
with trees, I have witnessed 
transformative changes both in 
techniques and equipment. The 
advances in tree climbing have 
been huge, allowing for enhanced 
safety and ergonomics, which 
increases climber efficiency 
and longevity. Being amongst 
passionate arborists who 
gather to hold and participate 
in Tree Climbing events 
continues this advancement. 
The knowledge shared, along 
with techniques and skills 
displayed at such gatherings, 
offers opportunities to further 
advance oneself and the tree life. 
   Tree Climbing Championships 
or TCC’s are held annually by 
most International Society of 
Arboriculture chapters. The 
New Jersey Arborists Chapter 
of the ISA or NJAISA will 

competitions and she is training 
my granddaughters to follow 
suit. It is so special to hear 
them cheering, “Go OOMPA!” 
I am so very thankful to be 
a part of this event which 
continues to stoke my passion 
of climbing trees. The Legend 
of the Geezers drives and 
motivates me mentally, 
physically, and spiritually! 
How have I done? Pretty good for 
an old man. I have a lofty goal, 
however, which is to complete 
the Master’s Challenge. I came 
so close last year, I almost tasted 
it. Well, I guess I’m back to 
training! I take great resolve in a 
verse I read early in the morning 
the day of the competition. “For 
I know I have plans for you,” 
declares the Lord. “Plans to 
prosper you and not harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a 
future.” Jeremiah 29:11

Refueling the Passion

2024 Axiom New Gardener Study
New and Novice Gardeners Experienced Success 
in their 2023 Gardening Pursuits
• 70.8% felt very successful or successful with 

their garden activities in 2023. 79.4% of males vs. 
63.7% of females reported feeling very successful 
or successful in 2023.

• 83.1% were highly satisfied or satisfied with the 
quality of their flowers, fruits and vegetables 
they grew in 2023.

New and novice gardeners plan to spend more 
time, more money and expand their gardens in 
2024.
• Compared to 2023, 48.3% plan to spend more 

money on gardening in 2024.
• Compared to 2023, 52.1% plan to spend more 

time in their gardens in 2024.
• 69.7% said they will plant more and expand their 

gardens in 2024.
New and novice gardeners know the plants they 
want and will drive and pay more to purchase 
them.
• 81.3% purchased most of their gardening supplies 

at Home Depot, Lowe’s and Walmart in 2023 vs. 
8.2% who bought at independent garden centers.

• 72% purchased most of their garden plants at 
Home Depot, Lowe’s and Walmart in 2023, vs. 
11.3% who bought at independent garden centers.

• If retailers did not carry the variety or kinds of 
plants new and novice gardeners wanted to buy, 
40.8% said they would drive 6-10 miles to find 
their desired plant. 46.8% of males will drive 

6-10 miles vs. 35.9% of females.
• 74.5% said they would pay more for the specific 

color of flower or specific variety of vegetable 
plant they want.

• Only 21.4% would buy what store associates 
suggest as substitutes

New and novice gardeners want more blooms, 
more produce and organically or locally grown 
plants.
• 53.3% said producing lots of blooms, fruits and 

vegetables was their most important purchase 
criteria for garden plants.

• 69.6% characterized garden plants grown 
organically as extremely or very important. 73.5% 
of males vs. 65.5% of females characterized 
plants grown organically as extremely or very 
important.

• 69.6% characterized plants grown locally as 
extremely or very important. 78.4% of males 
vs. 65.4% of females characterized plants grown 
locally as highly important or important.

New and novice gardeners are interested in both 
seeds and garden plants.
• 48.3% bought seeds to grow plants to plant in 

their gardens. 57.8 of males vs. 42.1% of females 
buy seeds to grow plants to plant in their gardens.

• 46% reported buying plants to plant in their 
gardens.

• 36.8% reported growing garden plants from 
seeds to save money.

• The top four retail outlets where respondents 

purchased seed to grow into garden plants 
included: Walmart (40.6%), Lowe’s (37.2%), 
Home Depot (36.8%) and Independent Garden 
Center (29.9%).

New and novice gardeners value brands and 
varieties.
• 39.1% reported the most influential purchase 

factor for plants is national brand. 44.9% of 
males vs. 34.7% of females said national brand is 
the most influential factor.

• 28% of respondents characterized store brands as 
the most influential purchase factor.

• 32.9% of respondents characterized variety as 
the most influential purchase factor

Axiom recruited 300 new gardeners who’ve 
gardened four years or less, who own a home and 
who purchased a garden plant in 2023. Of these 
respondents, 74% were between the ages of 19 and 
41; 74% reported having gardened “two to four 
years;” and 26% reported gardening for the “first 
time.” One in two characterized themselves as 
“casual gardeners,” and 39% described themselves 
as “beginning gardeners.”

Founded in 1993, Axiom specializes insight-
driven marketing and sales strategies for 
horticultural, residential agricultural, construction 
and energy industries. Axiom provides market 
research, new product development, channel 
strategy, and sales-first communication services. 
Learn more at axiomcom.com.
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NORTHEASTERN ASSOCIATION OF STATE

The Northeastern Association of State 
Departments of Agriculture convenes the 
following 10 states: Connecticut, Delaware, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, and Vermont.

NEW YORK DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE

NYS Department of Agriculture and 
Markets and USDA Announce  

Area Removed From Asian Longhorned 
Beetle Quarantine

The New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets  announced on February 2, that 
the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) has removed just over 10 square miles from the Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB) quarantine 
area after a final survey of properties in the area was completed last month. Lifting the quarantine 
in this designated area, which includes portions of the Townships of Babylon, Huntington, and 
Oyster Bay on Long Island, will ease regulatory burdens on nursery dealers and growers and other 
businesses, including landscaping companies, transfer stations, and general contractors as well as 
private citizens.  The remaining 42.9 square miles in the Townships of Babylon, Huntington, and 
Oyster Bay remain under quarantine.

State Agriculture Commissioner Richard A. Ball said, “The Department, along with its partners 
at USDA APHIS, has been working diligently to eradicate ALB for decades.  Today’s announcement 
that we lifted the quarantine in another 10 square mile area on Long Island is good news for the 
horticultural industry and other industries that depend on the movement of hardwood trees and 
materials, as well as for our forestry, timber, and maple industries, which are at greatest risk from 
ALB.  We have more work to do and will continue to survey until we are able to deregulate all Long 
Island.”

For more information about the beetle and program activities, please call the ALB toll free hotline 
at 866-265-0301, or call the Long Island AGM office at 631-962-0243.  Information can also be found 
at https://agriculture.ny.gov/plant-industry/asian-longhorned-beetle. 

CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICULTURE

CT DoAg Awards  
$2.8 Million Investing 
in 53 Farm-to-School 

Based Projects
The Connecticut Department of Agriculture (CT 

DoAg) is awarding 53 grants totaling more than $2.8 
million through its Connecticut Grown for Connecticut 
Kids Grant (CTG4CTK Grant) to increase the availability 
of local foods in child nutrition programs, allow educators 
to use hands-on educational techniques to teach students 
about nutrition and farm-to-school connections, sustain 
relationships with local farmers and producers, enrich the 
educational experience of students, improve the health of 
children in the state and enhance the state’s economy.

“These awards are an investment in our future – the 
future of our children, the future of our health, the future of 
our food supply, and the future of our agriculture industry 
here in Connecticut,” said Agriculture Commissioner 
Bryan P. Hurlburt. “The state budget made historic 
investments in farm to school programming in 2023, 
allowing this program to move beyond a pilot and secure 
additional funds to support shipping container growing 
units. These projects will ensure students have access 
to the healthy foods to fuel their education and personal 
growth while understanding how their food is grown and 
participating in that process when possible.”

CT DoAg received 106 applications with 88 deemed 
eligible after an administrative review, totaling more than 
$5.3 million in requested grant funds. Selection was highly 
competitive, and the review was conducted by a statutorily 
authorized review panel and Commissioner Hurlburt. 
This is the third round of the program, which was funded 
for two years as a pilot through the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) and administered in collaboration with the 
Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) and 
the Connecticut Farm to School Collaborative (FTSC) 
and now has up to $1 million available to award annually 
for the next two years. Eligible entities were able to apply 
for up to $50,000 in funding with no match required.

To learn more about the CTG4CTK Grant, including 
success stories from previous recipients, please visit: 
https://portal.ct.gov/DOAG/ADaRC/ADaRC/Grants/
CT-Grown-for-CT-Kids-Grant/Success-Stories.

DELAWARE DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE

2024 Arbor Day Poster Contest Now Open
The Delaware Forest Service is now seeking entries for its annual Arbor Day Poster Contest, open 

to all K-5 public, private, homeschool, after-school, and other organized youth groups. The annual 
Arbor Day Poster Contest is designed to increase an appreciation and awareness of the important role 
that trees play in our quality of life, communities, ecosystems, and our state. The Arbor Day Poster 
Contest is a fun way to celebrate Arbor Day with your students.

This year’s theme, “Trees are Terrific…for Outdoor Adventures!” is intended to highlight the 
importance of getting outside. Ample data exists to document that when children and adults spend 
more time outdoors, they become healthier, less stressed, more connected to nature, and better 
stewards of the environment. There are many activities that can be enjoyed outdoors, and trees and 
forests can enhance the experience. At a Delaware State Forest, for instance, you can explore, camp, 
hike, fish, birdwatch, ride bikes, read a book, or just take time away from your busy lifestyle. Even 
if you don’t have access to a forest, trees can be found in so many parts of our daily lives. Trees exist 
in parks, schoolyards, and backyards and can serve as the central focus of many outdoor adventures!

Delaware’s Official Arbor Day is Friday, April 26.
Posters will be judged on originality, use of theme, neatness, and artistic expression. Each winner 

receives a gift card, a tree-themed book, and a tree planting at their school. Twelve winners will be 
selected, one from each county in four grade categories: kindergarten, grades 1 and 2, grades 3 and 4, 
and grade 5. All participating classes will receive free loblolly pine seedlings delivered to their school.

The 12 winners will be invited to the annual Statewide Arbor Day Celebration hosted by Governor 
Carney. A tree-planting ceremony will also be scheduled at each winner’s school to celebrate Arbor 
Day. This year, the teacher of each of the 12 poster winners will receive a “Tree Trunk” of outdoor 
learning resources.

The deadline to register is March 9, with entries submitted by March 22.
Learn more at https://news.delaware.gov/2024/02/01/2024-arbor-day-poster-contest-now-open/
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NORTHEASTERN ASSOCIATION OF STATE DEPARTMENTS OF AGRICULTURE NEWS

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE

Department of Agriculture Seeks  
Agencies to Sponsor Meals for  
Summer Nutrition Program

New Jersey Assistant Secretary of Agriculture 
Joe Atchison III announced on February 6, that 
applications are open for organizations to sponsor 
the New Jersey Department of Agriculture’s 
Summer Food Service Program. Through the 
program, organizations in New Jersey are able to 
help provide nutritious meals to children in low-
income areas during the summer months.

The deadline for submission of new applications 
is March 20, 2024.

The Summer Food Program began in 1976 
as an outgrowth of the National School Lunch 
Program. The Summer Food Service Program 
is designed to reach those who are age 18 or 
younger in economically disadvantaged areas. It 
is also open to people over 18 who have certain 
disabilities and who participate in public or 
nonprofit private programs established to provide 
services for people with disabilities.

The federally funded program reimburses 
participating organizations for meals served to 
children who live in areas in which at least 50 
percent of children qualify for free or reduced-
price meals under the National School Lunch 
Program.

Applicants may include public or private 
nonprofit school food authorities; units of local, 
municipal, county, or state governments; public 
or private nonprofit organizations; residential 
summer camps; or national youth sports programs.

Organizations approved to sponsor the 
Summer Food Service Program are responsible 
for managing the feeding sites that provide meals 
 – such as breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks – to 
young children.

Most participating organizations may be 
reimbursed for up to two meals a day. Meals 
may also be reimbursed for nights and weekends. 
Those serving primarily migrant children may be 
reimbursed for up to three meals a day.

Residential camps may serve up to three meals 
a day but are reimbursed only for meals served to 
children eligible for free or reduced-price meals 
under the National School Lunch Program.

In 2023, 168 organizations participated in 
the Summer Food Service Program serving 
4,689,362 nutritious meals which included 
breakfast, lunches, dinners, and snacks to 1,253 
summer meal sites. In School Year 2022-23, two 
School Food Authorities with a total of three 
sites participated in the National School Lunch 
Program’s Seamless Summer Option to provide 
1,902 free lunches and 1,609 free breakfasts to 
children 18 and under.

The deadline for submission of new applications 
is March 20, 2024. For more information on the 
Summer Food Service Program go to https://bit.
ly/3PcNnPA or call (609) 292-4498.

In addition to the Summer Food Program, the 
New Jersey Department of Agriculture, Division 
of Food and Nutrition, administers a number of 
programs devoted to improving the quality and 
provision of food to New Jersey’s food-insecure 
residents, including School Nutrition Programs 
and the Child and Adult Care Food Program.

The Division of Food and Nutrition also 
administers The Emergency Food Assistance 
Program (TEFAP), which distributes federally 
donated commodities to six emergency feeding 
organizations statewide. These federally donated 
foods are distributed to more than 850 soup 
kitchens, food pantries, and public feeding sites 
combating food insecurity in communities across 
New Jersey.

2024 Specialty Crop Block Grants
The deadline to submit New Jersey applications 

for consideration for the FY24 Specialty Crop 
Block Grant Program is 5 p.m., March 22, 2024. 
Any applications received after this deadline will 
not be considered.

For the purpose of this grant program “specialty 
crops” are defined as vegetables, fruits including 
grapes for wine, nuts, horticultural products 
including Christmas trees, honey, herbs, potatoes, 
sweet corn and other specialty crops including 
algae.  Agricultural commodities which are NOT 
eligible for these grant funds include, but are 
not limited to: feed crops, food grains, seafood, 
livestock, dairy and poultry products including 
eggs, range grasses and oilseed crops. 

To be eligible for a grant, projects must 
“enhance the competitiveness” of specialty 
crops and might include, but are not limited 
to: research, promotion, marketing, nutrition, 
trade enhancement, food safety, food security, 
plant health programs, education, “buy local” 
programs, increased consumption, increased 
innovation, improved efficiency and reduced costs 
of distribution systems, environmental concerns 
and conservation, product development, and 
developing cooperatives. Funds will be available 
to selected and approved applicants after October 
1, 2024.

Funding for projects up to $40,000 will be 
available to be selected and approved applicants 
after October 1, 2024

Learn more at https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/
grants/specialtycropblockgrants.htm

PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICULTURE

$3 Million To Implement 
Conservation Practices 

on Pennsylvania 
Farmland, Improving 

Soil and Water Quality
Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding today 

announced that the Pennsylvania State Conservation 
Commission approved the allocation of $3.0 million to 
be granted to four organizations under the framework of 
the Conservation Excellence Grant Program. The funds 
will be used to implement projects that leverage public-
private partnerships in the Susquehanna River watershed 
that will improve water quality in Pennsylvania, directly 
impacting the Chesapeake Bay. This includes over $1 
million in funds each for the Alliance for Chesapeake 
Bay and Lancaster Farmland Trust to cover a wide 
variety of projects, including installing conservation 
practices on 10 preserved farms.

“Pennsylvania farmers know that sustainable 
practices and environmental stewardship are critical to 
the future of agriculture here in Pennsylvania and across 
our nation,” Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding 
said. “Our goal to meet and exceed the Chesapeake 
Bay water quality standards is coequal with the goals 
that our farmers have in ensuring viable and sustainable 
farmland. These are generational decisions that our 
farmers are making today that will ensure a future of 
healthy soils and clean water for the decades to come.”

The Conservation Excellence Grant Program was 
created by Act 39 of 2019, with the current funding 
coming in part through EPA’s Most Effective Basins-
infrastructure Investments and Jobs Act Grant Fund. 
The grants are structured to provide financial and 
technical assistance for the implementation of best 
management practices on agricultural operations in areas 
designated as priority locations by the PA Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Chesapeake Bay Phase 3 
Watershed Implementation Plan.
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The Garden Historian
By Lesley Parness
Garden Educator

Editor’s Note: Lesley Parness 
offers a variety of presentations 
and workshops for garden 
clubs, plant societies, and 
horticultural gatherings. 
Recently retired from her 
position as Superintendent 
of Horticultural Education 
at the Morris County Park 
Commission, and with 
four decades of teaching 
environmental science and 
garden education, her focus 
now is garden history. A 
complete listing of her talks 
can be seen at lesleyparness.
com and she can be reached 
at parness@verizon.net. This 
column will appear in the 
paper every other month.

way into not only my spring, but also 
my summer garden as it has trialed well 
in warmer months. 21 days to harvest 
means many successive plantings, and 
radish practically all summer long. Also 
new this year is the spineless Black 
Raspberry! More upright growth, larger 
fruits and no thorns should make for a 
pleasanter harvest. But its promised firm 
texture and intense blackberry taste are 
the real draws.

Prairie Moon Nursery’s mission 
is “ecological restoration.” They have 
seeds of course, but also mix and match 
trays of native plant plugs. These are 
small enough to actually be successful 
transplants. If you care about pollinators, 
detailed butterfly information is here. If 
you embrace Piet Oudolf’s naturalistic 
aesthetic, you can build your own matrix 
of Sporobolus heterolepis and other 
native grasses easily and on the cheap. 

Floret is a dream come true for 
flower growers and flower arrangers. 
This is the inspiring story of flower 
farmer, Erin Benzakein, whose 
spectacular colorations are pretty much 
beyond description. But her Zinnias 
cannot fail to put a smile on your face, so 
I’ll try. Zinnia elegans ‘Precious Metals’ 
includes shades of iced and gilded 
lavender, pink, peach, and cream. As the 

flowers age, metallic qualities increase. 
Zinnia elegans ‘Unicorn Mix’s’ domed 
blooms come in an enchanting range 
of jewel tones, including raspberry, 
tangerine, and blush—all with striking 
lavender centers. Their ombre shades 
impart the blooms with a rainbow-like 
effect.

Row 7 Seeds focuses on taste. 
Makes sense, right? Started by a group 
of chefs, they use the harvest from their 
test gardens in the kitchen extensively 
before releasing the seed to market. Their 
Delfino cilantro (Coriandrum sativum) 
is slow to bolt at 85 days. Its lemony 
taste and ferny foliage make it a great 
choice for the many ceviche my summer 
kitchen produces. The Honeynut squash, 
the darling of the potager, is cute and 
tasty, but does not store well. Row 7 to 
the rescue with ‘Honeypatch’ squash, a 
longer-storing, single-serving butternut 
packed with flavor. Their recipe for 
‘Hasselback Honeynut Squash with 
Ginger Miso Dressing’ is a keeper too.

Truelove Seeds, based in 
Philadelphia, works and profit-shares 
with more than 50 farmers growing 
on small urban and rural plots. They 
are, “committed to community food 
sovereignty, cultural preservation, and 
sustainable agriculture.” They offer 

open-pollinated varieties, including a 
mix of African diaspora, Syrian, and 
Italian seed collections. They also have 
the coolest t-shirts around. 

The Roughwood Seed Collection, 
which now comprises about 4000 
varieties of heirloom food plants, was 
begun in 1932 by H. Ralph Weaver. His 
grandson, the eminent food historian, 
Dr. William Woys Weaver, discovered 
grandpa’s seed collection at the bottom 
of a freezer and decided to take on the 
responsibility of growing out the rare 
and unusual plants his grandfather had 
accumulated. Among these treasures 
is the newly re-released Phaseolus 
vulgaris, ‘Blue Shackamaxon’ Bean. 
These striking deep purple dry beans 
are named for a Lenape fishing place 
along the Delaware river, which is 
now known as Philly’s Fishtown 
neighborhood. A pre-1800 Lenape pole 
bean, preserved by Quaker farmers, 
‘Schackamaxon’ makes a delicious and 
visually compelling black polenta. 

Finally, Turtle Tree Seeds is part 
of Camphill Village, an intentional 
community of people living on 615 acres 
of wooded hills, gardens, and pasture 
in Copake, New York. Its mission is to 
reform how society treats people with 
special needs and yeah, grow plants and 

The bleak mid-winter sun’s rays 
brighten when they shine on my dining 
room table, covered with seed catalogs. 
In piles ten deep, their promises of 
scent, taste, and color entice us. After 
dinner, we read seed descriptions aloud, 
knowing full well that it is far too late in 
life to plant a monkey puzzle tree. But 
plant dreams die hard. 

Here are some interesting places to 
peruse for seeds. Whether you actually 
grow them, or the packets sit on your 
desk all year, recriminating you quietly, 
they nevertheless sustain the dream that 
there will always be another growing 
season. 

Big seed companies are great. 
Burpee’s genetic library is like a kid with 
a million Legos. This year’s introductions 
include Flavorette Honey-Apricot Rose. 
Promising delicious rose petals that 
stand up to cooking and handling, I will 
definitely try this one for candying, bath 
salt recipes, and mocktails. Its chalice-
shaped blooms and mildew resistance 
recommend its ornamental as well as 
culinary value.

I recently erected several garden 
arches, where I am thinking that 
Burpee’s Morning Glory ‘Tutu’ will be 
a welcome climber. Frilly, semi-double, 
bright pink flowers are scheduled to 
appear by June – quite early by Morning 
Glory standards. On vines growing to 
10’ long, they should create a fetching 
display. 

But I am increasingly inclined to buy 
seeds from smaller, regional companies 
whose “mission” I admire. 

Johnny’s Seeds are a long time go to 
seed source for me. For over half a century 
they have promoted best practices in 
seed saving and plant breeding. This 
year their newly released and mildew 
resistant radish ‘Donato’ will find its 

save open-pollinated seed grown using 
Demeter certified Biodynamic® and 
organic practices. They are more focused 
on mission than marketing, so no “new” 
plants here, but I did notice a very special 
mullein, Verbascum Thapsus, from 
France which featured wavy, pointed 
leaves and a large, showy yellow flower 
towering above the 8’ tall stalks. And 
they offer the best biodynamic planting 
calendar I know of - the Stella Natura 
Calendar. I cannot recommend planting 
in sync with the planets enough. 

Edible roses, spineless raspberries, 
heat tolerant radishes, affordable native 
plant plugs – want more? Email me for a 
list of fabulous seed companies. You are 
sure to find just the right plants to dream 
about, and hopefully to grow!

The Need for Seed
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& Garden Center

BUY DIRECT FROM ONE OF 
NEW JERSEY’S LARGEST GROWERS 
OF PLANTS & FLOWERS

908.534.7710 • www.hionisgreenhouses.com4 CODDINGTON RD,
WHITEHOUSE STATION, NJ

Cold Loving Color

EARLY SPRING VARIETY
RANUNCULUS • PANSIES • BULBS
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GRANDSTAND®

MULTI FORCE™ 

WITH MULCH DUMP
ALL-SEASON USE
A variety of attachments and accessories such as 
Mulch Dump, Pro-Force blower, snow thrower, power 
broom, tine rake, dethatcher and BOSS snow blade all 
provide the ultimate in productivity.

REVOLUTION
HANDHELD PRODUCTS

ALL DAY PERFORMANCE
The fully interchangeable 60V Max* 
Flex-Force battery system powers the 
entire line of Revolution commercial 
grade handheld tools. The backpack, 
available as a power source for the leaf 
blower,  string and hedge trimmers, and 
is built for comfort and ready to keep 
jobs moving all day. 

GRANDSTAND®

STAND-ON MOWERS

CUSHIONED SUSPENSION
Flex-Ride operator platform suspension self-compensates 
for operators of all sizes, resulting in less fatigue 
and higher productivity throughout the day.

TRACTION & HANDLING
A wide stance and optimal balance enhance 
hillside stability and control. 

36”-72” TURBO FORCE® CUTTING DECKS

96” TURBO FORCE® CUTTING DECKS

Z MASTER®

7500-G SERIES ZERO-TURN 

PRODUCTIVITY TO A NEW LEVEL
Impressive 96” wide cutting deck folds to 75” 
to fit in most trailers. Vented hood keeps the 
engine cool with direct air induction from the top. 
Comes standard with Horizon Technology to help 
choose the right operating mode for mowing 
conditions.

See your local servicing Toro dealer at Toro.com/local

PROLINE™ MID-SIZE MOWERS 

MOWING MUSCLE
Reliable Kawasaki engines drive .204” blades 
for a gorgeous, professional cut.

NO-HASSLE SULKY
2-wheel sulky rotates 360º and folds away 
when not in use; no need to remove for trailering!

36”-60” CUTTING DECKS

SPRAYMASTER®

STAND-ON TURF RENOVATION

Dual Smart Hour Meters and Lean-to-Steer 
Provide Precision Dispersement
White Tanks Simplify Fuel Level Monitoring

TURFMASTER® HDX
30” WIDE AREA WALK POWER MOWER

Commercial-Grade Kawasaki® Engine
Larger, More Powerful Kohler® Engine Available
Spin-On Oil Filter & Dual Element Air Filter

C H A R G E D  B Y  R E V O L U T I O N

COMPLETE LINEUP 
INCLUDES
GrandStand Stand-On Mowers
Z Master Zero Turn Mowers 
60V Heavy-Duty 21” Walk Behinds
60V Commercial Handheld Tools

NEW!

A L L  E L E C T R I C .  A L L  D A Y  P O W E R .

Learn more at 
Toro.com/revolution


